
GREEN foR Go!
MEET MY DRAGoN
Maureen meets some 
exotic Vale visitors

Year-ning for 1963
Rob ruminates on a very fab year

CouNTiNG ThE CosT
our star Young Writer has her eye
on the rising prices

here’s hopping for a good one
Alan marks the Year of the Rabbit 

AND
harry’s talking Wigeon
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Leaking RooF?

 16
YeaRs

Ce
leb

rating over 

i n  b u s i n e s s

  ...you need gM Roofing!

new RooF
oR RepaiR
contact us today for a

FRee quote

“We used GM Roofing to renew our roof 
we were very pleased with the gentleman 
that came to carry out the work and 
would highly recommend GM Roofing   
for anyone to have the same work done.”

  mr c. Hunt  - Warwickshire.

pitched / sLate / tiLed RooFs

cotswoLd sLate & peRiod pRopeRtY RooFs

tiLe and sLate new RooF & RepaiR

epdM RubbeR RooFs & FLat RooFs

new gutteR/downpipes suppLied & Fitted

Fascias & soFFits

baRge boaRds & cLadding 

Leak-Finding RepaiR speciaLists

LeadwoRk & Lead FLashing RenewaL

FRee inspection suRveYs

new... dRone suRveYing now avaiLabLe

epdM
RubbeR
RooF

duRabLe, neat & tidY with a
20 YeaR guaRantee

unit D5, enteRpRise centRe, vale paRk, evesHam. WR11 1Gs   www.etc.team  01386 244042  

We can replace your old 
conservatory roof
with a stylish new 

Guardian™ Roof System
- ask our expert team

for more details

quaLitY windows, dooRs 
& conseRvatoRies at the right price!

Use your conservatory all year round with a 
GUardian roof SyStem

we have a stYLish Range
oF eneRgY eFFicient

WindoWS, doorS
& ConServatorieS
caLL us todaY FoR a FRee 
no obLigation hoMe visit

No pressure selling... 
our products sell themselves!

unit D5, enteRpRise centRe, vale paRk, evesHam. WR11 1Gs   www.etc.team  01386 244042  

we’re also pleased to announce our second
home improvements supercentre will be opening in

bouRton-on-the-wateR  February 2023! 

www.etc.team   01386 244042 



Inspire

Visit us at:

The Flooring Studio
Unit 7 Ratio Point, St Richards 

Road, Evesham, WR11 1ZG

01386 761381

www.the-flooringstudio.co.uk

Durable

Low maintenance

100% waterproof

Comfortable underfoot

Simply beautiful fl� rs
you’ll love for a lifetime

Looking to upgrade your 

home? We’re here to help. 

Discover your perfect 

Karndean fl oor at our 

Karndean Inspire studio, 

o� ering the ultimate

showroom experience

where you can view our full

catalogue of designs and

create a personalised fl oor.

Book your free design 

consultation today. 

Opening hours

Monday to Friday 8:30am-5pm 

Saturday 9am-5pm
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Gutter
ClearanCe

01386 718165           www.Cannins.Co.uk 

Unit 5, Pershore Trading Estate, Pershore. WR10 2DD

01386
556643
www.1stcall24-7.co.uk

       GAS         TMsafe
ReGiSTeR

• Gas, Oil, LPG & Electric Boilers
• Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
• Mains Pressured Cylinders

*Guarantee Ts & Cs apply.

Plumbing • Heating

boiler    
installation

service & repair
to all makes & models

For a friendly service ring Paul
01386 443223 - 07850 226667Ex

pe
ri

en
ce

d 
- L

oc
al

  F
am

ily
 R

un
 B

us
in

es
s. 

 E
st

 1
96

7 

Colin Cooke

              & SonCarpets
SuppliErS & fittErS of 

Quality carpEtS and vinylS

The Shop that Comes to You!
SErving thE valE and Surrounding arEa

www.colincookecarpets.co.uk 

Master Fitter

What price love eh? We spent some 
£1.37bn on Valentine’s Day last year, an 
estimated 15% increase on 2021.
Men tend to spend more than women, 

one in five of us buy February 14 gifts 
for our pets and actually it’s thought that 
teachers receive the most cards.
Other stats - and remember we 

can massage figures any which way 
- indicate that a measly 3% of British 
people have received a card or gift from 
a secret admirer, which means all that 
waiting around for the postie is a waste 
of time.
If Valentine Day’s not your thing, it’s 

friend-loving mostly lady Galetines on 
February 13 and even whispers of a 
Maletine’s Day (men, obvs). 
It’s probably easier to stick with 

pets and beam winningly at everyone 
because smiles are happily infectious. 
And free.
In the meantime enjoy our hearty 

February fare, which includes our latest 
esteemed young Writer of the Month, 
Harriet Batchelor, from Prince Henry’s 
High School.
Enjoy.

LYNNE 
POWELL
Editor
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LYNNE POWELL



WINDOWS & DOORS

CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT

NEW CONSERVATORY & 
ORANGERY EXTENSIONS

An energy efficient ENSIGN roof will 
transform your existing conservatory
into an all year round living space.

• Large range of lightweight tile colours.
• U-Value 0.18 is better than current building regs.
• Keylite Roof Windows
• Electrics & Plaster Finish

Every ENSIGN conservatory roof
is bespoke, accurately surveyed and 
precision built in our own factory.

Our cost effective extensions will add
real value to your home

• Cost effective extensions
• Large range of designs
• LABC Approval Undertaken
• Average build time 4 weeks

• Aluminium bi-fold doors
• Composite Doors
• Profile 22 Optima Systems
• Planitherm Technology
• Sealed Units for maximum efficiency
• High security locking systems

WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE!

CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOUR
FREE NO OBLIGATION SITE SURVEY

01527 69296
www.ensignroof.co.uk 

WE’LL BEAT ANY LIkE 
FOR LIkE quOTATION
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A NEW DAWN: In his first shot at the year, 
Rob Hemming explores the significance of 
the game changing 1963, when She Loves 
You hit the heights. 

HARRIET’S ON HOME TURF: PHHS student 
Harriet Batchelor, our Young Writer of the 
Month, ponders the cost of living crisis.

FOR THE LOVE OF AXOLOTLS: Maureen 
Butler meets reptile rescuers Tara and Gareth 
Costellow and their exotic friends.

SOARING FROM STANTON: Our 
heartwarming February walk also offers some 
fabulous views.

HERE’S HOPPING: Alan Coxon marks
the Year of the Rabbit and attempts to wrest 
some positives from the current economic 
stew.

WHEE OO: That’s Wigeon for Harry’s picked us
as his Birds of the Month!

CITY BREAKS: Donna Lawson wondered what city she
could whisk you away to if you had the chance.

Please note that all words, photographs and designs contained in this publication are the copyright of 
Perfect Image UK Ltd. and Cotswold & Vale Magazine. No part of the Magazine may be reproduced 
without prior consent of the publisher. We make every effort to ensure that the contents of this 
Magazine are accurate at the time of going to press. Readers are reminded that opinions expressed in 
the Magazine are not necessarily those of the management.
Advertisers are reminded they have a duty to provide fair and honest copy.
If you have any queries or comments, contact us at 01386 41144, email info@valemagazine.co.uk 

ContaCt us 
Cotswold & Vale Magazine,
Vale Business Park, Evesham,
Worcs. WR11 1GS

01386 41144 
info@valemagazine.co.uk

Read us online
www.valemagazine.org
Published by Perfect Image UK Ltd.
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Our cover star 
is a colourful 
Chinese Water 
Dragon, a 
current
Vale resident
(see p24). 
Photo: Ian Tustin
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Making your house 
a home...

Visit our showroom. 9 High Street, Evesham, WR11 4DA.   
Customer parking at rear.  Or visit us online:  www.bradfordsevesham.co.uk

Contact us at Bradfords  
for further information:  01386 293060

36 years of Bradfords’ 
Award winning customer service “ ”

Forget the rest, choose the best! 
Top notch service from start to finish. 

Mrs N - Broadway

Plus+ FREE DELIVERY  
DISPOSAL OF OLD BEDS AVAILABLE

S L E E P  C E N T R E

BEDS 
& MATTRESSES

OFF£800

Terms and Conditions apply.

BOOK A FREE MEASURE  

Amtico Flooring

Carpets For Every Room!
BOOK A FREE MEASURE  

We Build - We engineer
We ConstruCt

•  refurbishments
•  grade two listed/speciality Builds
•  extensions / garden rooms
•  landscaping By design

             

  • engineering • surveying • site reports need a
  surveyor?

as part of Kealey Construction ltd,
dave simmonds Building surveying is the ideal choice 

for competitive expert advice on all aspects of your 
build project, including:

• establishing the works that need to be carried out.
• to understand the building’s construction issues.
• to evaluate what needs to be done.
• to put into place solutions & engineering possibilities.
• grade 2 listed and older building surveying reports.

For all enquiries please ContaCt dave simmonds: 07985 925 460
01386 247476    e: kealeyconstruction@gmail.com    www.kealeyconstruction.co.uk
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Our Blackminster showroom is open

interiorsbynicola.com   T: 01386 741040   E: showroom@interiorsbynicola.com
The Old Bank, Blackminster Business Park, Blackminster, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 7RE

CUSTOM MADE CURTAINS & BLINDS  //  DESIGNER FABRICS  //  PAINTS & PAPERS

@interiorsbynicola.com

Tue - Fri 9.30am - 5pm / Sat 9.30am - 1pm 
Please note that we are closed Bank Holiday weekends.

Visit us at our  
Blackminster showroom 

Providing a friendly and professional Interior Design 
Service. Whether you need a full design service, 

or help picking out key fabrics, wallpapers or paint 
colours to enhance your home, we can help you find 

the look that best suits your style.

Over 3O quality mattress...
plus a range of  Divans, Ottoman Beds, Bed Frames and electric Beds

206 
reviews

A Big ThAnk you...
to all of our customers for awarding us

over  Two hundred  5 Star                      reviews.
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Mirages are nature’s way of using 
the weather to fool us, making 
believe something is there in the 
distance when there is nothing at all.

Most of us have been 
duped driving on a hot 
day in summer when, 
in the distance, 
appears to be a 
pool of water, 
which disappears 
as we near, just 
like the gold at the 
end of a rainbow! 

The illusion is all 
about reflection and 
refraction of the sun’s rays 
above the road’s surface. 

Another interesting mirage, 
especially out at sea, is called a Fata 
Morgana. Ships appear to be 
hovering above the sea’s surface or 
icebergs appear to be in the distance 
when they are non-existent. 

One of the most embarrassing and 
famous accounts was Crocker Land. 
In 1909 the North Pole was reached 
by Robert E Peary an American 
explorer. 

Through his binoculars, he spotted 
snowy mountainous peaks in the 
distance. He thought it was part of 

the northern landscape which 
eventually would lead to the North 
Pole and he called it Crocker Land, 
after one of the financiers who 

funded his expeditions. 
Some years later, an 

expedition was 
funded to explore 
Crocker Land and 
the mountainous 
peaks and the 
pole. On reaching 

where they thought 
the snowy 

mountains began, 
they were still on the 

polar ice cap with the elusive 
snowy mountains still in the distance. 

Crocker Land was one of the most 
expensive mirages in history! 

There have been a few very cold 
spells this winter. Can we expect 
more in February?

Sorry, but the indications are for 
colder than average temperatures 
and below average rainfall. 

It should be fairly settled, but there 
is the caveat of very cold easterly 
winds and potential for milder 
weather to move in from the 
southwest. The motto is: keep your 
winter woollies at hand!

Did You Know?
In 1978, between February 18 
and 20, a classic West Country 
blizzard affected east Cornwall, 
Devon, Dorset, Somerset and 
much of South Wales. Drifts of 5 
to 6m (15 to 20ft) were widely 
reported. Seven died and 
freezing rain affected the 
Channel Islands and south-east 
England on the 20th.

Weather Watch
with Ian Pickering

WEATHER
ROUND UP

FROM DEcEMbER 1, 2022
TO JANUARy 18, 2023
Max temp: 4c/57f (Dec 19)

Min temp: minus 12c/10.4f (Dec 15/16)
Rainfall: 167mm/7in 

High wind gust: 47mph, westerly (Jan 12)
PREDicTED HigHs AND lOWs

FOR FEbRUARy 2023
High temp:10c/50f

low temp: minus 7c/19.4f
Rainfall: 25mm/1in 

High wind gust: 30mph,
easterly

“One of the most expensive mirages in history”

Removals,

Clearance
& Storage

Man
& Van
Hire

  No job too big or small...
•Local & Long Distance Moving
•Low Cost Secure Storage
•Removals & Clearance
•Packing & Unpacking
•Full Value Insurance
•Family run with over 24 years’ experience

Domestic • Office • Shop • Factory

24/7
SerVice

Paul & Leon’s Removals & Storage
We Won’t be beaten on price!
For friendly advice or a free quote call us 

07867 764870
07415 062450

01386 424964
vanandman@live.co.uk

www.paulandleonsremovals.co.uk

Dordogne 6 Panel Linear Shaker

Malvern Milan Paris Lena

 Moulded White

doors
Chose from a wide range of high quality
doors and handles to create your own
personal door package - just call Justin!

ProfeSSionaLLy Pre-PainteD DoorS aLSo avaiLabLe 

supplied & professionally fitted

           £105 each
from
only

includes
handles
hinges
& VAt!

01905 672079  www.door-suppliers.co.uk

free 
house 
surVey
 call today! 

Question
your  local
councillor

E v E s h a m  s o u t h  D i v i s i o n

Councillor Emma Stokes invites you to
raise local issues & concerns at the monthly

Divisional Surgery
every second Saturday of the month at

imaGine
10.30am - 12.30pm

Riverside Shopping Centre, Evesham
* Please drop-in or make an appointment
* All areas of local Government discussed
* Private meetings by appointment only
* Other local councillors may be in attendance  

07762 740 237
Emma.stokes@wychavon.net

Estokes2@worcestershire.gov.uk  
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Certain years in British history 
resonate with more significance than 
others, because they shift the fabric 
of society. One could point to year 
One, the birth of Christ, 1066 
(Norman Conquest), 1215 (Magna 
Carta) etc. 

But centuries ago Britain was not 
the powerhouse joined-up society it 
became and swift change was 
difficult. Since the Industrial 
Revolution one can highlight the 
years 1746 (Culloden), 1805 
(Trafalgar) and 1815 (Waterloo), yet, 
change was still glacial. 

It took until modern times for 
societal change to happen within 
single years. The obvious examples 
are the war years of 1914-18 and 
1939-45, any one of which exerted 
profound effect on countless lives.

A case can also be made for the 
importance of 1936 and the 

abdication of King Edward XIII, which 
made way for a trustworthy monarch 
on the eve of WW2.  

In 1969, was the first moon landing 
more consequential to American 
society than say, Woodstock? 
Probably, yet there is room for 
debate.

Isolated events rarely alter the 
general course of lives to any great 
degree. Even Black Swan disasters 
such as the Asian and Japanese 
Tsunamis, despite their appalling 
devastation, actually change little 
outside of focussing minds on 
preventing repetition. 

Some years are obvious exceptions, 
including 79AD (Pompeii), 1789 (The 
French Revolution), 1948 
(establishment of Israel and our 
NHS), 1961 (Berlin Wall built), 1989 
(Berlin Wall destroyed) and, of 
course, 2001 (9/11), which brutally 

shifted global perspective. 
Technology has seen a more 

gradual incursion into our culture. 
The internet (born 1992) took until 
the new millennium to be relevant to 
the majority and people didn’t begin 
patronising social media or become 
welded to smart phones overnight. 

As for Climate Change triggering 
social change, that seems to be 
taking decades, alas. 

Hemming’s Way

The dawn of a new era

“Its merciless lampooning of the
establishment became essential viewing” Martin Luther King: amazing orator

Design, supply & install

Bespoke Bathrooms
Wet Rooms

Mobility Adapted
Bathrooms

showroom open: 
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm 

unit 5, pershore traDing estate, pershore. wr10 2DD
01386 553411 • info@bespokebathroomsltd.co.uk • www. bespokebathroomsltd.co.uk

19 Broad Street • PerShore • Wr10 1BB     
Open: Mon to Sat 9:15am-5:00pm  01386 553847  

Lovely
Clothes

at reasonable prices

Sale nOw On 
cOMe & get a bargain!
Adini • Mudd & water • Nomads • Robell

Win
A MuSIC VOuCHER

• See page 36 •
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In Britain, the Coronavirus 
pandemic and subsequent economic 
consequences have defined the last 
three years, yet despite the suffering, 
stagnation of public services, food 
banks, illegal immigration, political 
pantomime, Saharan summer, 
wokery and the death of Queen 
Elizabeth, our culture has barely 
budged.

By contrast, 1963 arguably saw 
more societal change in a single year 
than any other in recent history. 

As Britain emerged from the record 
Big Freeze, all manner of exciting 
events began happening, freeing the 
country from any lingering sense of 
post-war austerity.

The first indicator of culture shift 
was the rise in satire, with the 

revolutionary Ned Sherrin/David 
Frost programme That Was The 
Week That Was. 

Its merciless lampooning of the 
establishment became essential 
viewing. The ruling elite were not 
used to such a lack of deference and 
many old buffers expressed outrage. 

In March, it was bonanza time for 
the TW3 postcode when the Profumo 
Scandal revealed that even posh 
MPs were capable of bare-faced lies 
and that, just under the surface of 
upper-crust society, swirled icky 
pursuits. 

Trust in the government nose-dived 
and Prime Minister Harold MacMillan 
soon quit on health grounds, handing 
the poison chalice to fellow Tory 
grandee Sir Alec Douglas-Home. 

The Fab Four: ‘nuff said

high quality

Decorators
& Property 

Maintenance
We offer a wide range of residential

and commercial decorating services as well
as general property maintenance and 

improvements. Combining the industry’s
best paint with our passion for detail,

- providing you with a high quality painting 
and decorating service.

www.mcqualitydecorators.co.uk
~ Professional Family Run Business ~

When it’s time to redecorate...
call 01789 638490 or 07375 237711

FoR a FRee suRvey & estiMate

M&c Decorating Services
& Property Maintenance

Storr
Builders
ContaCt Max today
07342 207 320
max@storrbuildersltd.com

Stonemasonry, General Building 
and Landscaping work undertaken

your local trusted builders
with over 50 years’ experience

Ltd

Visit our vast emporium of 
extraordinary items... 

Find us: Vale Farm, Saintbury, broadway, worcS. wr12 7PX

Pop in for a browse... then enjoy
a tasty treat at our Coffee Shop
Open: Monday-Saturday 9:30am-5pm.  Sunday 10am-4pm 
Joe: 07973 843 230  •  joe@saintbury.co  •  www.saintbury.co

From Upcycled and Retro Furniture to Antiques, 
Architectural Salvage, Outdoor Planters, 
Vintage Farm Machinery - and a whole lot more!

u2av1@mac.com

3 reasons
why you
can trust
the Bible

Phone 01386 830296

Bible courses by post
You can study your Bible at home
week by week with a postal course.

:
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But Supermac’s successor proved 
little more than a sticking plaster 
because a tide of modern socialism 
was about to sweep him away, in the 
form of Labour’s Harold Wilson.

Monumental events were 
happening in the wider world. A new 
Pope (Paul VI) was unveiled, a new 
country (Malaysia) was created from 
the merging of several colonies while 
Kenya shed the taint of Empire by 
gaining independence. 

Even the Soviet Union was crashing 
barriers. Cosmonaut Valentina 
Tereshkova struck an astonishing 
blow for emancipation by becoming 
the first female in space. This, at a 
time when women were regarded as 
too feeble to compete in Olympic 
track events beyond 800m.

Meanwhile, in Washington, Martin 
Luther King delivered possibly the 
most spine-tingling speech in history, 
giving the civil rights movement true 
impetus.

Dr King was not the only one to 
have a dream. Back in Britain a 
certain EastEnd bad lad named 
Bruce Reynolds aspired to a colossal 
pay day by masterminding The Great 
Train Robbery. 

In August he and his crew relieved 
the Glasgow to London night mail of 
£2.6m (worth £60m today). If not for 
Driver Jack Mills receiving severe 
head injuries many may have relished 
the romantic audacity of the caper 
but the establishment retaliated with 
draconian 30 year sentences. 

Railways became an even hotter 
topic when Dr Beeching released his 
commissioned report on axing those 
parts of the network haemorrhaging 
cash, much to the chagrin of puffer 
devotees. Nonetheless, it was an act 
emblematic of technological change.

When it came to social change, 
1963 was when Britain’s Swinging 
Sixties began finding real traction. 
Any manner of arty-farty characters 
exploded from their fringe worlds to 
challenge the conservative status 
quo. 

Everywhere you looked a new style 
guru was pushing the boundaries of 
fashion, photography, art, music and 
theatre. A new wave of impossibly 
glamorous creatures invaded our 
consciousness, from Jean Shrimpton 
to David Bailey to Mary Quant, with 
Carnaby Street becoming the great 
fashion Xanadu. It almost seemed 
like an avant-garde takeover.

At the centre of all this flash were 
four mop-top Liverpudlians. By 
autumn 1963 The Beatles had 
become a national obsession whose 
musical and cultural influence 
became inestimable. 

Lennon/McCartney pop classics 
hollered from every radio and TV and 
in their wake surged a whole new 
generation of rowdy bands, each 
adding their individual flavour to the 
party.

Tragically, 1963 had a sting in the 
tail. On November 22 the world was 

shocked by the news that President 
John F Kennedy had been 
assassinated in Dallas, Texas. 

JFK engendered a new age of 
glamour which no politician before or 
since has matched. At the height of 
the Cold War he was seen by many 
as a saviour of democratic values, 
having proved his worth in handling 
the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis. 

No political assassination has chilled 
the world to the same degree and 
reminded us that freedom always 
comes at a cost.
ROB HEMMING

Cosmonaut Valentina Terushkova:
a trailblazer

JFK: a great light extinguished

Need a
Tiler?
 
All aspects of tiling work undertaken.
Over 30 years’ experience.
For a Free quotation
please call
-SBG  T il iNG-

Steve Gillette
07402 850 941
01789 293 274

stevebrucegillette64@gmail.com

• Headstones
• Memorials
• Plaques
• Inscriptions
• Engravings

e: admin@simplystoneuk.com
www.simplystoneuk.com

58 Port Street, Evesham, Worcs.
WR11 1AP - tel: 01386 421999

123 High Street, Tewkesbury, Glos.
GL20 5JU - tel: 01684 850538

Remember
your loved ones
forever...

 

Showrooms located at:-
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Restore your bathing confidence and independence...

Call Ian on 01386 247120 or 07727 01 1968 info@cotswoldbathing.co.uk  www.cotswoldbathing.co.uk    

Quality Products & Installation at Very Competitive Prices!

Cotswold Bathing Co.
Safe & Stylish Walk-in Baths & Showers
• Qualified, experienced, professional installers
• Prompt survey, design and installation
• Local family run business
• All work guaranteed
• References available
• British made products
• Free quotations

Fully Fitted Walk-in Showers 
from only £2,999

A Fully Fitted WAlk-in BAtH
from only £3,299

Free surveys 
and quotes within 15 miles of evesham

01386 861256 or 07970 979831  email: neilhunt4@gmail.com

Monarch
 home improvements

Add VAlue to Your ProPertY
with a MonARCh conservatory

A family run business offering 
top quality and the best prices!

Windows
Conservatories

new roofs for existing 
Conservatories

porches & Doors 
orangeries
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www.andrewbirdhearing.co.uk

Q u a l i f i e d  S u r v e y o r S  &  f i t t e r S

Contact us today for a free Quotation

tel: 01789 778592   
info@avonbridgeconservatories.co.uk 

view full range & testimonials online
www.avonbridgeconservatories.co.uk
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Find the answers on page 55

1. Perfectly Frank was the magazine of the British music 
society celebrating which US ‘rat pack’ crooner?

2. Nickelback is a rock band from which country?

3. Which world famous footballer was born Edson 
Arantes do Nascimento in 1940?

4.	 Name	all	five	D-Day	invasion	beaches	in	northern	
France?

5.	 Those	of	us	of	a	certain	age	will	have	owned	a
 BMX bike in the 80s. What did BMX stand for?

6.	 Name	all	six	fireman	in	the	children’s	programme	
Trumpton?

7. What is the currency of Poland?

8. What is the capital of Finland?

9. What was the name of the mascot on Yorkshire 
Television’s	quiz	show	3-2-1 alongside host Ted 
Rogers?

10.	ANAGRAM:	which	Gloucestershire	village	is	
 C M TOLKIEN?

vale
Cotswold &

magazine
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ROLLERS | ROMANS | VERTICALS | VENETIANS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | WOODEN BLINDS 

Call me for a free in-home appointment: 
Aaron Miles    07713 737041 

*Based on the same spec, size & levels of service.

• I provide expert advice on the 
best window solutions

• Flexible appointment times 

• Blinds & curtains tailor-made 
here in the UK

• Ask me about multi-blind 
discounts

• I won’t be beaten on price*

• Electric blinds available

YOUR LOCAL BLINDS, 
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS 

SPECIALIST 

✓ Friendly in-home service    ✓ Options for every budget    ✓ Price includes measuring & fitting

Gloucestershire

“My local advisor helped me 
find a blind to fit my budget.

The service was second to none”.
Laura Jackson, customer

                                  designer

Ladies Clothing
at a fraction of the price!

Pop in and browse our 
stunning collection
of ladies’ smart and 
casual clothing designs.

From Wedding outfits, Special 
Occasion wear, Cocktails and Cruise 
wear, to designer handbags, hats, 
shoes, jewellery and accessories.

We’d love to help 
you find the
perfect outfit... 
call in soon!

Open: Tues to Sat 10am-4pm.

Find uS: 13 High Street, Pershore. WR10 1AA
Tel: 01386 554620  info@thesmartexchangeshop.co.uk

We can help yOu Sell
your pre-loved designer clothing!

Book your items in today... Ask for details
or visit: www.thesmartexchangeshop.co.uk

Sell yOurpre-lOvedWeddingOutfitsWiTh uS!

We buy& Sellpromdresses

Did someone say
FREE energy-saving
equipment?  

0800 008 6077 
referralhub@ageukhw.org.uk

If you are 50+ and live in Worcestershire, then contact us 
to book a visit on:

Stay warm and well with a FREE home energy
check that includes the installation of FREE
energy-saving equipment

ageukhw.org.uk
Registered charity number 1080545
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Of all the breakfast items on the 
menu, rat wouldn’t be one of them 
surely?

Forty years ago this month, on 
Tuesday February 1, commercial 
breakfast television arrived in the UK 
with the launch of TV-am and Good 
Morning Britain.

It was fronted by a glamorous 
lineup including David Frost, Angela 
Rippon, Anna Ford and Michael 
Parkinson. But with management 
bust-ups, presenters resigning and 
financial problems on the horizon, 
the ship began to sink… fast! The 
eggs were getting scrambled.

With nationwide ratings plunging to 
300,000 viewers, few wanted to 
advertise and the money problems 
began.

It didn’t help that, when the launch 
date was announced, the BBC 
leapfrogged TV-am and launched its 
Breakfast Time two weeks earlier with 
Frank Bough and Selina Scott. TV-am 
were on the ropes and about to 
throw in the towel…

But then the company’s saviour 
arrived. Well actually two: Australian 
media tycoon Bruce Gyngell and the 
megastar himself, Roland Rat. 

Drastic changes were made 
immediately, Gyngell brought in a 

young Anne Diamond and Nick 
Owen (who now graces our screens 
on BBC Midlands Today) from 
Central News to present Good 
Morning Britain.

Chris Tarrant (also from Central) 
was sent out to meet viewers on 
holiday on Britain’s beaches with the 
Summer Roadshow, and they even 
read out the bingo numbers from 
The Sun.

The ratings began to rise sharply.
Viewers were enjoying the new 

look, advertisers were flooding back 
and everything was looking 
wonderful. Even Wincey Willis’ 
weather reports were full of sunshine.

But dark clouds were looming. The 
once powerful unions were 
threatening strike action over 
technicians’ pay, but they’d never 
dealt with Gyngell.

The ACTT (Association of 
Cinematograph, Television and 
Allied Technicians) announced their 
members’ strike.

But the television service continued 
with management controlling the 
videotape department (VT) and 
typists and secretaries manning 
studio cameras. One director 
quipped that he pressed the wrong 
button in VT and drowned Flipper!

By 1991 TV-am had become one of 
the most profitable TV companies in 
the UK, and was even studied by a 
business school in the US. 

Changes were afoot however. In 
October 1991 TV-am lost its 

franchise to Sunrise Television (aka 
GMTV) and the end was in sight.

The studios are still there in 
Camden Town, North London, with 
the egg cups adorning the roof. I 
believe they are listed, so they’ll 
hopefully remain their forever. 

Presenters have come and gone - 
such as Lorraine Kelly, Mike Morris, 
Ulrika Jonsson, Rustie Lee… and I 
believe Roland Rat retired back to 
the Grand Union Canal behind the 
studios.

Breakfast TV is here to stay, 
croissants and all. But no more rats!

Fancy a full English 
breakfast with rat?

Trivia
Corner
with Gary Hale

Art
    ClAsses

Contact Jessie: 07958 596 060 
enquiries@discoveryartclass.co.uk  

www.discoveryartclass.co.uk

Great Gift for Creatives... why not book
‘An Adventure in Art’ for yourself,

friends or family. Gift Vouchers available.

in Person Classes
Fun, Friendly shorT Courses 

live online Classes
Various locations across Gloucestershire

and The Cotswolds

Wooden • Flush Fitting • Pleated
Roller • Roman • Vertical • Venetian
Velux • Skylight • Motorised Blinds

Call Andy Pike for a FREE QUOTE!
01386 725361

email: homechoiceblinds@outlook.com 
https://homechoiceblinds.business.site/

DoMeStic & coMMeRcial

Blinds
& awnings

   MAdE TO MEAsURE

Homechoice Blinds
Suppliers & installers of quality blinds and awnings

Est 1997

“The studios are still 
there, with the egg cups 

adorning the roof”



The Vale Golf & CounTry Club, hill furze road, bishampTon, pershore, Wr10 2lz
01386 462781   •    events@thevalegolf.co.uk   •    www.thevalegolf.co.uk   

      Follow our new Instagram page @thevalegolfandcountryclub to keep up to date with upcoming events and offers

The Vale Golf & CounTRy Club

Mother’s
- Day -

Sparkling
Afternoon

Tea
19th March 2023

12pm – 5pm
It’s time to treat mum

to a scrumptious 
afternoon tea and a 
glass of Prosecco at

the picturesque
La Vista restaurant

£22.95 per person
1 glass of prosecco per person included.

3 extra special 
experiences...

IMProVIseD MUrDer Mystery

Murder Mystery live!
no script. no plot. 
Saturday 18th March 2023 - 7.15pm
Using audience suggestions Foghorn Unscripted create a classic 
whodunnit. Who dies horribly? Who is the murderer? What awful 
secrets are revealed? The audience are the puppet masters and the 
fate of the characters are in their hands! All served up with a 
generous helping of jokes so you can enjoy a good old-fashioned 
night of murder, mystery and mayhem.

Includes arrival drink, interval crisps & nuts  £20 per person

    Booking eSSenTiAl call: 01386 462781 or email events@thevalegolf.co.uk

Romantic lakeside cabin stay, dinner, bed & breakfast
available from Friday 10th to Saturday 18th February 2023
Check in from 3pm. 4 course dinner from 6pm with a bottle of house wine per couple.  
Breakfast served the following morning. Check out 11am.
Sunday – Thursday £160 per couple  •  Friday & Saturday £180 per couple

Valentines
dinner, bed
& breakfast
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Deep thinking teenager Hatty 
Batchelor had no problem picking 
the topic for her winning Young 
Writer of the Month article.

“Everyone’s talking about the cost 
of living, and I thought readers might 
be interested in a teenager’s 
perspective,” says the 15-year-old 
Year 10 student at Prince Henry’s 
High School (PHHS).

The reading, writing and netball 
loving teen has two siblings - Leo, 
16, and four-year-old Elsie - and lives 
in Hampton with mum Pip, a 
registered nurse who’s currently 
director of a rehabilitation.

“I’m always proud of Hatty. She is 
amazing and mature beyond her 
years,” says Pip, whose daughter is 
registered as a young carer, because 
she helps out with her brother.

Hatty also volunteers at St Richard’s 
Hospice, as part of her Duke of 

Edinburgh portfolio, and has an 
unusual New Year’s resolution for 
one so young.

“I want to do a health and safety 
course, because I like doing different 
things and thought it would be 
useful.

“My other resolution was to be 
decisive, because I’m usually very 
not,” she adds.

As well as her Vale Magazine crown, 
she was selected for an English 
award in her first PHHS term and 
once had a piece published on 
graffiti. So, does she plan to turn her 
love of words into a career?

“I definitely think so,” she beams.      

Young writer of the month

Counting the true cost  
Harriet BatcHelor  Prince Henry’s High School

“This urgently needs addressing
before my generation is left priced out,

stressed out and worn out”

      1 Castle Street, Evesham. WR11 3AA        www.centralbathrooms.co.uk 

Visit our showroom 
to view our latest 

collection of

Bathroom
Suites

now on diSplay

WE offER A Stunning RAngE of pRoduCtS Along With
A gREAt pRojECt mAnAgEmEnt And fitting SERviCE...

Showroom Manager Luke Currier is on hand to give you his expert
advice, guiding you through your design and purchase, then expertly

fitting your beautiful bathroom to enhance your home.
Why not contact luke today for a fREE homE viSit and no obligation quote,

or call in to the showroom and discover the ideal look for your home.

get the designer bathroom look... 
for a price you’ll love! supplied & fitted

01386 423131

Central 
Bathrooms
& Kitchens
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As we are bombarded by the media telling us about how Britain is in the 
midst of a cost of living crisis, it is important to consider the effect on the 
individual.

We are all acutely aware of the rise of inflation, issues abroad and the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine driving prices up, plus stagnating wages, but how many of 
us are aware of the specific effects on our area and the people who live here? 

People like our postal workers who have had to resort to industrial action 
because they feel they simply aren’t being listened to, respected, or paid 
fairly. Hard times for workers mean that entire families are hit harder. 

During the Christmas season, the number of fairy lights outside homes 
seemed to have decreased along with everyone’s sense of Christmas spirit! At 
a time when we should have had Christmas trees decorated and houses filled 
with light, energy bills had taken their toll. 

I can’t help but feel sympathy for people who haven’t even been able to do 
their food shopping without experiencing stress and heartache as a result of the 
price rises and the apparent incompetence of those making decisions for us. 

As a young teenager, the idea of paying household bills has never really 
crossed my mind. Gas prices, electricity prices and the cost of the weekly food 
shop just didn’t seem relevant. 

However, I am now so much more aware of how strict my household is 
having to be, with switching off lights and doing everything possible to save 
energy. 

As a result, I’ve been considering what the future could hold for me and my 
peers. What will life be like with inflation rates increasing, strikes continuing 
and the anxiety over household bills weighing heavy on people’s minds? 

This is a crisis that urgently needs addressing before my generation is left 
priced out, stressed out and worn out.

HARRIET BATCHELOR
Photo by Ian Tustin

Call Lisa or Simon
01386 247395
07946 052 941
lisa@cotswoldpetcremation.co.uk
LoCated in Bretforton

PET OWNERS
We provide a genuine individual  

cremation
to personally ensure ashes returned are 
exclusively those of your cherished pet. 
Providing a professional and sympathetic 
service with care, dignity and compassion
- call us today and let us help you make a 
considered plan for future goodbyes. 
Carefully chosen caskets, urns, scatter tubes 
and remembrance frames also available.

www.cotswoldpetcremation.co.uk

acorn-creative.com

For your Free, no obligation quote call Kevin 

07769 834040
email: kevin@freshcleanuk.co.uk    

See the New Before & After Gallery online 
www.freshcleanuk.co.uk

Rowan Drive, Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 7BA

Powerful 
DeeP Down 
Cleaning

       call Kevin today!    Ts & Cs apply.

look at these amazing results 
others can not achieve...

4Stains, Soiling, Grease,
 Drink & Food Stains Removed 
4Carpets Can Be Used Immediately  
 After Cleaning
4Cleans and Revives Suites & Upholstery 
4Latest Van Mounted Cleaning System 
4Dry Cleaning of Curtains and Upholstery
4We Move and Replace Furniture For You
410 Times More Powerful Than  
 Traditional Machines 
4Powerful Deep Down Cleaning 
4Local, Independent and Experienced 
4Self Contained for Power, Water and Waste 

RefeRences 
available

’

60 HigH Street, PerSHore
WorcS, Wr10 1DU

t: 01386 555201  m: 07980 537 001
memorylanememorials.co.uk

NEW MEMORIALS
RENOVATIONS

ADDITIONAL
INSCRIPTIONS

GRAVE ORNAMENTS
MoNUMeNtAL MASoN

iNDePeNDeNt fAMiLy bUSiNeSS

C o u n t i n g  t h e  t r u e  C o s t
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info@abbeyappliances.co.uk

www.abbeyappliances.co.uk

TradiTional & alTernaTive

MeMorials
Headstones & Kerb Sets

Cremation Tablets
Grave Ornaments, Vases,

Ashes Jewellery, Urns,
Pet Memorials & more!

www.just-memorials.co.uk   st. richards road, evesham. Wr11 1XJ   

01386 47852
tracy@just-memorials.co.uk         

In HOUSe deSIGn & CreATIOn SerVICe 

Beautiful Bespoke Joinery
U n i q U e  f o r  e v e r y  h o m e

For Enquiries Call: 01386 765429 or 07594 511 736
email: info@simonwattsjoinery.com  
www.simonwattsjoinery.com

• Windows and Doors
• Office and Bedroom Furniture
• Furniture • Kitchens • Staircases
• Skirtings and Architrave

Win
a Meal 

Voucher

H CONGRATULATIONS H
Congratulations to last month’s winner
Mrs S Stokes from evesham who 
knew our photograph was taken of 
Avon Bridge House by Workman Bridge

Just tell us where this 
picture was taken

Please send answers by 17th FEB 2023
along with your name, address and contact 

number to: Vale Magazine Comps,
Vale Park, Evesham. WR11 1GS or email us at

competitions@valemagazine.co.uk

at  Raphaels
Riverside Restaurant - Evesham
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The changeable economic backdrop has created a 
challenging environment for businesses trying to plan 
for the future, minimise costs and retain much needed 
cashflow. Tax reliefs like capital allowances are an important 
potential contributor to a business’ cashflow and should be 
considered to ensure they are maximised where claimable.

The Annual Investment Allowance (AIA) is to be retained at 
the increased £1m level.  AIA permits 100% relief for up to 
£1m of expenditure incurred each year on qualifying plant 
and machinery expenditure, so this is welcome news.

The super-deduction allowances scheme, which was 
introduced back in March 2021, is an enhanced tax relief 
that allows companies to claim 130% capital allowances on 
qualifying plant and machinery expenditure for a period of 
two years. The scheme closes at the end of March 2023, 
and it seems likely that there will be no extension, despite 
calls for the scheme to continue beyond this date. As a 
result, now is the best time to invest in qualifying plant and 
machinery from a capital allowances perspective.

With businesses facing an uncertain 
and changeable economic backdrop, it’s 
important to note that claims can also be 
an option for historical projects where 
a business still occupies a commercial 
property previously invested in.  If past 
significant levels of property expenditure 
were incurred and there was not at the time a specialist 
capital allowances exercise, a historical claim may be 
possible which could then boost cashflow.

The capital allowances regime is constantly evolving as 
the Government looks to kickstart the economy. Do not 
miss out on ensuring you maximise tax savings through all 
schemes applicable, and speak to us at Azets today.

It pays to be well informed…
Stuart Christy
01386 765888
stuart.christy@azets.co.uk

ADverTIseMenT FeATure 

Timing is key for business investment plans

Azets Chartered Accountants    01386 765888     93 High Street, Evesham. WR11 4DU     Keep it in the family
Reduce inheritance tax before it’s too late!

• When you’ve worked hard for your wealth, you want it to last for generations.

• Robust estate planning can have a huge impact on a family’s prosperity, security and 

peace of mind. 

• Sometimes, putting a few simple measures in place is all it takes to reduce your 

Inheritance Tax. 

• For business owners, making the most of relevant available reliefs can make a big 

di�erence in helping to pass the family enterprise down. 

• Whatever your situation, our specialist team will spend time with your family to really 

understand your long-term objectives and plans. 

• We o�er you realistic and practical advice and work closely with lawyers and wealth 

managers to provide financial planning that will ensure your legacy and free up your 

future.

For more information about how Azets can help
you please contact our Evesham o�ice for a FREE consultation on 
01386 765888 or email rachel.lynes@azets.co.uk

Azets Chartered Accountants
Almswood House

93 High Street
Evesham

WR11 4DU

Stuart Christy discusses capital spend allowances for business 
and how the team at Azets can assist.

Nellies
Call Emma: 01386 244554 or 07739 456 734  nelliesfabricshop@gmail.com  www.nellies.store

      Fabulous rangE oF

 - now at-

• Fabrics • Yarn • Haberdashery • Patterns
• sewing Machine servicing • workshops

Fabrics
   78 HigH strEEt, PErsHorE. wr10 1Du sEwing 

MaCHinE 
repairs & 
servicing

FrEE 

ExPErt 

aDviCE

Delivered
throughout
Cotswolds
& The Vale

Call Simon or Yvonne
07801 244 521 or 01386 832611

littlefarmlogs@icloud.com

 Kiln & Barn Dried 

LogS
DomeSTiC & CommerCiaL

Looking for a 

sign?

View Our Full range Online
www.englandsigns.co.uk 

Call today: 01386 442712  
sales@englandsigns.co.uk

The MalT house, Main sTreeT
offenhaM, Wr11 8QD

Personalised House
Names & Numbers
Memorial Plaques

Wedding, Direction & Fun Signs

England 
SignS

Free Design 
Service

SaVe mOney buy Direct!
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World Cup, what World Cup? It 
seems like a lifetime ago, and not 
memorable from an England point of 
view. 

The shipping containers that made 
up one of the recyclable stadiums are 
probably already part of a traffic jam 
on the Suez canal. 

But one last comment: how 
wonderful to see the reception Alexis 
Mac Allister and Emi Martinez got 
when they returned to Brighton and 
Villa. 

I know Martinez’s celebrations over 
there weren’t the most subtle or 
polite but what a performance from 
the stand in goalie. 

And testament to the strength of 
Brighton and Hove that Mac Allister 
was just one of eight players from the 
Brighton squad who were at the 
World Cup. 

Now some humble pie time from 
me. What a difference Eddie Howe 
has made to Newcastle!

Yes he’s splashed some of the 
billions, but spent wisely and 
transformed the rest of the squad 
into a force to be reckoned with in 
very short order. 

With the transformation that Arteta 
has brought to Arsenal - who have to 
be playing some of the most 
attractive football in the league at 
the moment - the Premiership is 
more competitive than it has ever 
been. Especially with Man City and 
Liverpool having a stumble. 

The dark horse for my money is 
Man U though. After years of 
problems Ten Hag, with very little 
fanfare or media celebrity, has turned 
them into a difficult side to beat. Plus 
Marcus is back to his best and 
looking like he is enjoying it again.

Perhaps not this year, but next 
season….

With so few points separating the 
bottom half of the league, the 
relegation battle could be a very 
exciting and worrying time for a lot 
of fans.

Meanwhile, Boing Boing Baggies! 
Was I dreaming or weren’t West 
Brom looking at the First Division not 
so long ago? Now, under new 
manager Carlos Corberán with 
basically the same squad, after a 
superb run of wins, they could well 
be contending for a playoff place. 

I do feel sorry for Steve Bruce 
though, a very decent human being 
by all accounts. Another manager I 
feel for is Stevie G, after all the 
fanfare his failure at Villa Park 
probably means he will never get the 
Liverpool chance, particularly when 
Mr Emery has now turned the same 
squad of players around.

Best match of the year so far? 
Arsenal v Man U: played at 200mph 
and four of the five goals from 
English players.

Tasty tussles... 
and a slice of humble pie 

SOCCER MOUTH

CG RoofinG 
SeRviCeS
Local family run company with

over 10 years experience 
Chimney Work • Ridges • Leadwork

Slate & Tile Work • valley & verge • Repointing
Guttering • Flat Roofing • Rubberbond

Call Cameron: 07908 846 936
email: cgroofingservices@mail.com

www.cgroofingservices1.wixsite.com/cgroofingservices

No job 
too 

smaLL

ltd.
ssaib registered

Are Your Premises

sAfe & secure?

Book a personalised
security review today

we specialise in supply & installation of:-

BurglAr AlArms
& ccTV sYsTems

I n d u s t r I a l  &  d o m e s t I c

free no obligation consultations

01386 834474
sales@byronsecurity.co.uk
Unit 1F, Blackminster Business Park,
Blackminster, Worcs. WR11 7RE

24 
hour 
call 
out

Turner
Builders

NEED A 

RELIABLE
BUILDER?

Tel. 01386 832476
or  07813 846179

•	 Professional	building	services
•	 New	builds
•	 Barn	conversions
•	 Period	house	restorations
•	 Extensions
•	 Renovations
•	 All	work	project	managed
•	 Contractors	of	stonework
	 and	brickwork
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Valuing your home 
Your home, although invaluable to 

you and loved ones, has a market 
value.

So, how is property valued? Are 
there magic formulae? How do 
agents decide values? Why might 
yours be valued less than 
neighbouring houses?

Remember, estate agents live and 
breathe prices. You might think 
they’ve plucked a value (especially if 
you disagree with their figure) but 
many factors affect pricing your 
home.
Facts and Figures

What prices have other local homes 
achieved? (Sold prices, not asking 
prices.) Agents will also carefully 
review homes that haven’t sold, or 
sold at lower than initially priced.

Price per square foot varies 
between areas, city locations e.g. 
central London boasting higher 
prices per square foot, with rural 
areas usually considerably lower.
The properTy 

Requiring repairs? Renovation 
needed? Extension potential? 
Heating systems, plumbing and 
electrics are all factors affecting 
overall values.

Property presentation impacts 
selling price too. Buyers are less 
attracted to a cluttered, messy home 
(regardless of décor), prompting 
agents to suggest de-cluttering 
before the photo shoot.

Since the pandemic, gardens 
influence home sales and factors like 
size, whether it’s overlooked, 
gradient and improvement 

opportunities affect the 
overall value.
other Factors include bedroom 
numbers, size and layout, parking, 
location, road type and proximity to 
schools/amenities.
The seller 

Good agents understand sellers’ 
positions and suggest pricing 
strategies to suit differing 
circumstances, including sellers 
needing quick sales and those who 
can await the right offer. 

If you’re looking to sell, please get 
in touch for an accurate valuation
to get you on the move.

01386 761515  •  18 Vine Street, eVeSham, WorcS. Wr11 4rL  •  www.johnsons-property.com

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

The true value of your home...

AccountAncy Apprentice
This is a full-time, permanent role for a candidate to work within our busy office.

 
Full study leave and support towards the AAT level 2/3 qualification will be offered.

 
GCSE A-C in English and Maths (or equivalent) grades are required for this role.

 
Salary and hours to be negotiated.

Semi-Senior AccountAnt/Bookkeeper
This is a great opportunity for an experienced, part qualified,

semi-senior accountant to join our team. 
The position is on a full-time basis, and will suit someone currently studying

AAT level 4, or recently AAT qualified. Equally the role would suit an individual 
sufficiently qualified by experience. 

The ideal candidate would have experience in an accountancy practice and 
knowledge of online accounting software. 

Salary and hours to be negotiated.

For further information, please visit our website at www.gcaccountancy.co.uk 
to apply for either job, send a cV with covering letter to

info@gcaccountancy.co.uk by 10th February 2023

Accountancy Jobs
Due to continued growth, we have two fantastic opportunities; 

43 Merstow Green,
Evesham. WR11 4BB
01386 49999 
info@gcaccountancy.co.uk
www.gcaccountancy.co.uk

Design 
your 
dream 
Door...

helping you finD the iDeal 
style for your home!
Manufacturers & Installers of:- 

Doors • Windows • Conservatories 
porches • Cladding & fascias

guardian™ Warm roofs & more!

Follow the easy steps online for a
free no obligation quote

www.eveshamhomeimprovements.co.uk
Contact our friendly team today!

Call: 01386 853222
m: 0797 3185 355  info@eveshamhi.co.uk

Find us: Unit 7, Willersey Business Park,
Broadway, Worcs. WR12 7PR
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Now in Evesham we have Tara and 
Gareth (Gaz) Costellow, 
knowledgeable axolotl and reptile 
enthusiasts who are doing all they 
can to rescue and re-home the many 
hundreds of exotics that are 
abandoned countrywide.

Gaz was busy planning his next 
reptile delivery route when I called to 
see the amazing collection of animals 
he and wife, Tara care for in their 
new Axolotl Rescue and Advice 
Centre in the town’s Vine Mews.

So keen are they to find good 

homes for the huge number of 
abandoned exotics that Gaz thinks 
nothing of driving 700 miles to 
deliver pets to new homes.

The longest trip, so far, was to 
Newcastle to drop off two axolotls 
and collect a leopard gecko, before 

For the love of 
axolotls…
and other creatures great and small

Many moons ago, in ancient Mexico, Xolotl, the great 
Aztec god of fire and lightening, was to be sacrificed to the 
sun. To escape his executioners Xolotl fled, first into a 
cornfield, transforming himself into an ear of corn. But he 
was discovered and ran on - morphing into various beings 
until he came to the water where he transformed into a 
salamander to try to escape his inevitable death…
Such is the mythology of the axolotl, a fascinating animal 

which intrigues naturalists and pet owners alike. It’s an 
amphibian unlike any other in that it remains in a permanent 
state of larva and can regenerate any bodily damage 
including its spine, lungs, and heart.
No wonder people love this alien-like little creature with its 

smiling face and bold personality. Maureen Butler reports.
Gaz and Tara with a Boa Constrictor

10-12 Cotswold Business Village, London Road, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0JQ.    01608 695695 
adrian@kinghamsauctioneers.com       www.kinghamsauctioneers.com

The CosTwoLd AuCTioneeRs with woRLdwide CoVeRAGe & ReCoRd PRiCes AChieVed

Free Valuations in Moreton in aid of Cotswold Friends: eVery tuesday 10am to 4pm or by Appointment 
 Free Home Visits: for Large/Multiple items, estate Clearance, Probate and downsizing Advice.

19th Century
Pottery Cat

sold for £5,100

Hermes 2008
Birkin 35 handbag

sold for £5,360

Chinese lacquer charger,
Yuan Dynasty

sold for £210,000

Elias van den Broek
(Dutch, c.1650-1708), oil
sold for £3,440

Free 
Valuations

eVery 
tuesday



Vale Magazine 25

going to Carlisle to deliver more 
axolotls and on to Cheshire to pick 
up four tortoises, 28 scorpions, a 
vinageroon and a bearded dragon 
and then back to Evesham. All done 
voluntarily except for the shared cost 
of the petrol.

As many as 30 unwanted reptiles 
are brought into the Evesham centre 

every week. They include snakes, 
turtles, bearded dragons, 
chameleons, lizards, geckos, 
scorpions and even a Chinese fresh 
water crab, which was found walking 
the streets of Gloucester.

“Perhaps he escaped from a 
restaurant,” muses Tara.

Among the current residents is a 

Chinese water dragon, a chameleon 
and five Boa Constrictors, all well 
looked after, docile and in need of 
good homes.

You can also meet Gaz and Tara’s 
pet dogs: gentle Katana, the Husky 
Rottweiler cross, and Hooch, the 
Dogue de Bordeaux.

Then there is Louis, a large Asian 
Water Monitor who lives permanently 
on site in his own lush tropical 
enclosure.  

So what makes people so afraid of 
reptiles and other exotics? I asked 
Gaz.Chinese Water Dragon Horsefield Tortoise ready for rehoming

Bearded Dragon

Digger & Plant Hire
• Footings • Fencing • Concreting
• Water Mains • Sewer Repair
Call uS FoR a quote today& Sons

Marcus
Taylor

BRiCkWoRk & 
GRound WoRkS

07776 202 359 or 01386 423005

all aSpeCtS oF BuildinG and MaintenanCe WoRk

For a beautiful bathroom with style...

call 01386 40081  m 07870 199 292  
email: richpreen@yahoo.co.uk 

www.richardpreenbathrooms.co.uk

D e s i g n  -  s u p p l y
i n s t a l l a t i o n

Carpets

£10
a square metre

from

Carpets & Flooring

Huge Selection on Display at low priCeS! 
Find us... no.54 Cheltenham road, evesham, Worcs. Wr11 2lQ

free quotes

free measures

free parking

01386 861444 
sales@craycombecarpets.co.uk
www.craycombecarpets.co.uk

over 2 floors...Carpets upstairs Flooring & Vinyl downstairs

fitting
within
48hrs

Discounts for 
NHS & Care 
workers
please ask for details

up to

100
rollS
on display
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“A lot of it is the fear of the 
unknown,” he replies.

“If you grow up in Australia, for 
instance, most native snakes are 
hidden and people are automatically 
wary. They know that their natural 
instinct is to slide away and if you 
quietly back off they will leave you 
alone.

“Very few people are attacked by 
reptiles. In the 15 years I have 
worked with reptiles I have only been 
bitten twice.”

Both Gaz and Tara have always 
been fascinated by reptiles, as have I, 
having lived in Nigeria in the 1950s. 
As an 11-year-old, I’d rescue 
chameleons and other creatures from 
the local market.

Gaz had his first snake at 15 and 
became increasingly fascinated by all 
exotics, reading and studying their 
natural lifestyles and learning how to 
care for them in captivity, axolotls in 
particular.  

So began a lifelong study of the 
care and rehabilitation of this 
delightful little amphibian, which 
requires careful management and 
understanding of water chemistry.

“Sadly more axolotls are kept in 
captivity today than there are in the 
wild, although the National 
Autonomous University of Mexico is 
working hard to protect their canals 
and eco systems,” says Gaz.

Tara too has always loved reptiles. 
In fact it was their joint love of 
axolotls, tortoises and others that 
brought them together. Tara was 
already a mum of four children, to be 
followed by their own Ava who is 
now five.

Sadly Tara developed various 
disabilities, which led to Gaz giving 
up a secure job in a Scunthorpe 
cement factory to care for her and 
the children. 

But this gave them both the time to 
increase their studies and launch a 
rescue centre from their home, 

Their first was a clutch of very 
poorly axolotls who had been kept in 
appalling conditions. Delighted to be 
able to restore them to health, they 
became determined to expand their 
work.

“We didn’t realise the amount of 
ignorance among some exotic pet 
owners, often because they’ve been 
given the wrong advice,” explains 
Tara. 

“Axolotls are prolific breeders. They 
can produce up to 1500 eggs in 48 
hours. Some breeders will sell and 
post a fertilised egg for £1.

“We never put a male and female 
axolotl together or he would breed 

her to death!” The couple wanted to 
move from Scunthorpe and its high 
crime rate to the country.  They were 
delighted to be offered a new home 
near Evesham, where they have also 
been able to establish the rescue and 
advice centre of their dreams.

“Captive reptiles don’t deserve a 
life of misery,” says Tara.

“We look after them, and 
quarantine them, until they can be 
released to brilliant forever homes. 

“All our advice is free and animals 
can be adopted into the right home, 
for a donation. 

“We absolutely love animals and we 
can’t bear to see them abused.

“Everyone is welcome to visit our 
Vine Mews centre to see the animals 
and learn more about their needs 
and lifestyles.

“Do call in. You will be very 
welcome.”
MAUREEN BUTLER
Photos by Ian TustinGaz‘s own Reticulated Python

Monitor Lizard

Yemen Chameleon ready for rehoming.
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Beautifully designed - Slimline - Aluminium profile

architectural 
aluminium
Using our stunning slimline aluminium profile 
will enhance both modern and traditional 
properties. Beautifully engineered with truly 
transformational qualities, and installed by our 
team of professionals - helping to take your 
property to the next level.

Benefits include

• Bespoke trim-work & design
• Any colour available with a Ral number
• Aesthetically pleasing  • Lasting durability
• Easy to maintain  • 20 year guarantee

If you’re looking for a cutting-edge finish on 
your doors, windows, roof lights, skyroom and 
more please get in touch today.

For quality products
fitted to the highest standard

CALL: 01386 44 22 34
www.eveshamglass.co.uk

Superior Quality Windows, Doors & Conservatories
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Merstow Green
Funeral Home

www.merstowgreen.co.uk

Proudly serving the local community 
since 2008

• 24 - hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Home visits
• Private chapels of rest
• Floral Tributes
• Memorial Masonry
• Prepaid funeral plans

Merstow Green Funeral Home are here to support and 
guide you. We offer a friendly and professional service

to families.

Call us for immediate support, advice or to 
arrange a home visit or to find out more about 

our prepaid funeral plans. 
We are here to help 24 hours a day.

01386 49903
20 Merstow Green

WR11 4BD

Evesham

2-4 wharf road   stratford upon avon   CV37 0AD      
w w w. c a r p e t w i s e . n e t       017 8 9  2 9 9 4 4 6

f l o o r i n g   |   r u g s   |   s o f t  f u r n i s h i n g s   |   f u r n i t u r e   |   b e d s

Home of Stylish Interiors

sale 
on now

we pay the VAT

Feb-23.indd   1 17/01/2023   14:36:02

Everything
you need...
If you’re looking for local suppliers and trades, 
you’ll find a great selection of trusted professionals 
throughout the Vale Magazine every month 
- lots of them have been advertising with us for
many, many years. 

Don’t MIss our trade Directory
which starts on page 56.

The Vale Magazine says
BUY LOCALLY!
Support the businesses that support
your community.
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From April 2023, the corporation tax rate in the 
UK will rise to 25% for large companies, with a 
marginal relief rate for companies with profits of 
less than £250,000.
Most traditional remuneration strategies for 

owner-managed businesses are only tax efficient 
in a low corporation tax, low dividend tax 
environment. With increasing tax rates, now is a 
good time to review your remuneration structure 
and decided whether a salary- based approach 
may be more tax efficient.

Even with the requirement to pay National 
Insurance contributions on funds extracted as 
salary, their deductibility for Corporation Tax may 
mean you pay less tax overall and receive 
additional non-tax benefits that you are not 
afforded with a dividend withdrawal.

If you think you may benefit from a review of 
your remuneration structure, or you would just 
like to discuss the upcoming changes, then 
please get in touch today. 

Is it time to switch from 
dividends to salary?

For a Free confidential consultation please contact
Katie Frost: 01386 425125   email: katie.frost@psgbowdens.com
100 HIgH STrEET,  EvESHAM, WorCS. Wr11 4EU

Katie Frost CTAFrom April 2023, the rate of Corporation Tax will increase to 25% for
large companies. Typical remuneration strategies tend to favour a low corporation tax, 
and low dividend tax structure and there may be a more tax efficient way!

www.signsrus.co.uk

A beautiful
drivewAy
in tarmac or stone

Call the Henson team now for a 
free consultation

01386 422411  

DO YOU WANT ONE 
OF THESE ?

www.hensonsurfacing.co.uk
Badsey Road, Evesham, WR11 7PA

• Driveways • Footpaths 
• Pathways • Access Roads • Car Parks
• Removal of old surface & re-surfacing 

• Groundwork Preparation
• Hardcore & Footings 

www.hensonsurfacing.co.uk
Badsey Road, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7PA

Call the Henson team today for a
free ConsultAtion
01386 422411

s u r f a c i n g

• Driveways • Footpaths • Access Roads
• Pathways • Forecourts • Car Parks
• Removal of old surface & re-surfacing
• Groundwork Preparation 
• Hardcore & Footings

Advertisement FeAture
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We kick off this year with a nice four 
mile walk from Stanton, which takes 
in some fantastic views.

As you enter the village from the 
direction of Broadway, there’s a free 

car park on your right, next to the 
cricket ground.

Now walk along the road, past the 
cricket ground on your right, and turn 
left at the junction. 

Head up through this famous 
picturesque Cotswold village, 
passing the cross and church on your 
left. Just past the telephone box,         
at a junction (you’ll see an old lantern 
on your right) continue straight on 
up, past the Mount Inn on your left.

Follow the public footpath sign 
uphill, between the banks and trees. 

Once you’ve gone through the 
gate, head straight on (don’t take the 
path which forks to the right) and 
follow this path as it winds uphill.

Stay on this path, it’s very easy to 

follow but can be slippery in wet and 
icy conditions, so do take care. 

You’ll go through a gate about half 
way up the hill        and then another 
before reaching a short drive, which 
takes you to a junction of paths. 

Take the sharp left fork and follow 
the Cotswold Way sign along a stone 
drive. You’ll have some lovely views 
in all directions from here. 

Continue past the entrance of 
Laverton Hill Barn on your right.

At the next junction of paths take 
the right fork        (Cotswold Way). 
You’ll reach a section where you go 
downhill quite steeply, with some 
large trees on your right.

Heart-warming
A fair few up bits to warm us up and fabulous views. What’s 
not to love on this February jaunt?

W A l k  S t a n t o n  a n d  l a v e r t o n vale
Cotswold &

magazine

“Wan February with weeping cheer,
Whose cold hand guides the youngling year
Down misty roads of mire and rime”

From A Year’s Carols by Algernon Charles Swinburne

1

2

3
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At this junction turn left and follow 
the public bridleway sign through a 
large gate. 

Head downhill, following the well 
defined path towards the village of 
Laverton. You’ll go through a couple 
of gates which are very close 
together before reaching a signpost 
a little further down.

Turn left here and cross a 
footbridge. Follow the path through 
a gate and into a small field with 
views of the village of Laverton down 
on your right.

Continue through the fields. You’ll 
cross a footbridge with a gate on 

the end.        Follow the path past     
a post, towards the far right of this 
field. 

Go through the small wooden gate 
and press on until you reach a large 
metal gate with a stile to its right.  

Climb the stile and continue close 
to the fence/hedge on your left. In 
the far corner of this field go through 

the metal gate and turn right along a 
stone drive. 

You’ll soon reach the road in the 
centre of Stanton where you walked 
earlier.       Turn right here and 
retrace your steps back to your car 
and the end of the walk.

Words & Pictures: IAN TUSTIN

W a l k  S t a n t o n  a n d  l a v e r t o n vale
Cotswold &

magazine

WALK CHECKLIST
length: 4 miles Time: 2 hours
Parking: Free parking in Stanton car park
Equipment: Boots, waterproofs and a drink
Suitability: Easy, some steep sections which 
can be slippery in wet and icy conditions.

CaUTION: We test all walks before publication, but
obviously readers undertake them at their own risk. © OpenStreet Map contributors and Vale Magazine

Stanton and 
Laverton

LAVERTON

STANTON

N

START/
FINISH

1

2

3

44

4

4

4

4

4

1
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ENQUIRIES: Nina or Alistair 07545 853 323  
hello@cornmillyard.com  www.cornmillyard.com
Find Us: Cornmill Yard, Cornmill Rd, Evesham. WR11 2LL 

A Perfect Venue

Conveniently located just off 
Cheltenham Rd, Evesham!

CAFE • HAIR & BEAUtY SALoN • MICRo BREWERY • BESPokE FURNItURE

FoR EVERY oCCASIoN
Birthdays , Club Events,  
Anniversaries,  Pop Ups 
Christenings & more!

   new
Coffee
experience

CoMINg 
SooN

HoSt CoFFEE SHoP 
- a passion to source,

brew & serve the 
finest coffees

H    O

S      T

Aquarius: With festive memories 
receding, it may be time to clear your 
mind. Ignore the babbling baubles 
and eliminate the tinsel thoughts. 
Spring is just around the corner so 
let your thoughts turn to chocolate 
bunnies.

Pisces: Whatever resolutions you 
made just at the start of the year, 
this is not the time to let your resolve 
weaken. Fix notes around the house. 
Green for I Will, Red for I Will Not, 
Amber for I Might Eventually.

Aries: The winter gloom might 
be sapping your normal good 
humour and energy levels. Raid 
the travel agents for brochures and 
use the sunny pictures as bedroom 
wallpaper.

Taurus: The sight of daffodils 
blooming might encourage you to 
early flights of fancy. Stay curled up 
like the good little tulip you are and 
avoid being frosty. 

Gemini: Beware of the side effects 
of fiscal generosity, which may be 
catching up with you. That 50% off 
was no saving when you’d parted 
with the other half by the time you 
got to the counter.

Cancer:  Take time out to reconcile 
the difference between your 

aspirations and reality. £1 a week 
saved equals £52 at year end: return 
odds 1 to 1. £1 a week on a lottery 
means £52 spent, return odds some 
40 million to one.

Leo: You are not normally a 
complainer, but this month you may 
be excused for getting a bit ratty. 
Beware of the pest controller if you 
overdo it.

Virgo: A mind bending month to 
look forward to. You just have to 
chose your victim, but make sure 
they are malleable.

Libra: Establish a firm foundation 
for any arguments you may have. 
Returning that ridiculous basque your 
loved one thought so comely can be 
tricky. 

Scorpio: Try not to let your 
tendency to be generous of 
spirit mean you uncork too often. 
Remember that a booze-free month 
is supposed to be good for you. 
Cheers.

Sagittarius: A mellifluous month, 
full of the fragrances of fast fading 
fancies and decorous delights.

Capricorn: With Valentine’s Day 
just around the corner, start planning 
your strategy. Flight or fight?

Ludicrous Luke’s 
Hilarious take on tHe stars

• Full Gunsmithing Service •

Game Shooter, Novice or Pro
 -we have something for all!

Gun Sales
& Country Clothing

The Broadway GuNroom
tel: 01386 852519
sales@broadwaygunroom.co.uk

Kennel Lane • Broadway • wr12 7dJ
www.broadwaygunroom.co.uk

Private 
Snooker 

room

Why not book our Private Snooker Room

with full size table

and kitchen facilities

based in the beautiful 

village of Childswickham,

Nr. Broadway

F o r  F u r t h e r  i n F o r m a t i o n  P l e a S e  P h o n e 

anne on 01386 854955 or rob on 01386 853752
www.childswickham.org.uk

Large Hall available  •  Kitchen Facilities  •  Separate 
Meeting Room  •  Parking  •  Disabled Facilities

fRom oNly

£5.00
PeR houR

CAN You IDENTIFY WhICh MoVIE
thiS FAmouS linE iS From?

Made it, Ma!
Top of the World!
Find the answers hidden in this month’s magazine

FAmouS
LineS
From The

moVieS
HH
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RAW
Comedy
...just keeps coming!

Evesham Live is part of Evesham Arts Association, Charity No 505575

FOR TickeT BOOkings & MORe eVenTs 
across The Vale visit: www.eveshamlive.co.uk

or pop in to The Almonry, Merstow Green, Evesham
for tickets to most events (credit card only sales please).

Join us for live performances in evesham

                   

Ecgwins Club
8.00pm Min age 16 
mc mark row
introduces siX comics
with headlining act

gaRy sansOMe
TickeTs £8

Ecgwins Club
8.00pm Min age 16 

comic sans scripts present

iMpROV
cOMedy nighT

TickeTs £8

FRiday
10th FeB

2023

FRiday
10th MaRch

2023

To book with an award-winning coach operator call 
01564 510 188 or visit www.johnsonscoaches.co.uk

Escape the Winter Blues
...with a JOHNSONS European Holiday!

Brittany & The Finistère
Including the Normandy Beaches

Look What’s Included:
• Door to Door Service
• Our own courier service
• Luxury Traveller Coach with 
‘First Class’ Seating & legroom

• Return Dover/Calais sailings
• Overnight dinner, bed & 
breakfast at the Mercure Hotel 
Val de Reuil Rouen

• 4 nights half board in 
Concarneau, Brittany

• Cider Farm Tour & Tasting
• 2 nights half board in Lisieux
• Entrance to the Peace Memorial 
Museum at Caen

• Guided Tour of the main 
Normandy Beach head sites 
(Approx. 4-Hours).

Sun 25 Jun to Sun 2 July 2023

7 Nights from £1,199

Deluxe Dubrovnik &
The Dalmation Coast

Sat 23 to Sat 30 September 2023

Singles Tour

• Door to Door Service
• Return Coach Transfers to 
Birmingham Airport

• Johnsons Courier Service to 
Airport

• Just You Holiday Director as 
your host from Birmingham 
Airport throughout

• 7 nights half-board in 5-Star 
hotel

• A guaranteed twin or double 
room of your own

• 15 included meals: 7 breakfasts, 
1 lunch, 7 dinners including 
welcome drink

• Overseas transfers, other 
transportation & porterage

7 Nights from £2,549

Look What’s Included:

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

LiVe Music!
FrEE EnTErTAinMEnT for MEMbErs

FebRuARy - Weekend entertainment!
  Wedding or Celebration?   

Room HiRe 
only£50!
Book our LaRge & spaciOus
family friendly venue - perfect 
for Weddings & parties, clubs, 
childcare, Wakes etc. 
FuLLy sTaFFed BaR and
LOW pRiced dRinks!
for more details call helen
07864 279 017

Follow us: 
evesham 
hospital

social club
- ehsc

non 
membeRs

AlWAys
WelCome!

FOR TICKETS & dETaIlS: call Helen:  07864 279 017
Doors opEn 6.30pm. Entertainment usually 8.30pm til lATE 

evesHAm HospitAl Club   WATErsiDE, EvEshAM. Wr11 1JT   

Bingo nights  Eyes down 8pm

mega money Bingo - sun 12th FeB 
mega prize Bingo - sun 26th FeB

sAT 4th: carla Yates
lively Vocal Entertainer   FrEE

FriDAy 10th: elvis Tribute 
with darren Graceland Jones
Tickets: £5 Members. £7 Non-members 

sAT 11th: The lemon Twists
60s hits and more!  FrEE

sAT 18th: izzye
an amazing Young artist  FrEE

sAT 25th:
phil collins Tribute
with Steve deval  FrEE
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Here we go with the first article for 
2023. I know, as a nation, we haven’t 
particularly started this new year too 
well, but I’m trying to keep a positive 
spin on this with a British stiff upper 
lip.
I did have to seek further afield for 

inspiration and I can declare this is 
the Chinese year of the Rabbit!
The rabbit is the fourth animal in 

the cycle of 12 and is a symbol of 
longevity, peace, and prosperity, 
which also predicts 2023 to be a year 
of hope. Tick!
Most of last year many battled with 

an invisible war, and some also a real 
one, like our friends in Ukraine. Here 
in the UK we’ve been contending 
with financial strictures: increased 
food and heating bills, plus high 
inflation, strikes… the list goes on 
and on.
However looking back in history at 

other negative periods, people, 
business and local communities have 
always managed to pick themselves 
back up and, in the process, 
stimulate creative opportunities, new 
innovations and greater stability out 
of what appeared to be never 
ending doom and gloom.

Obviously we cannot compare 
present issues with those of the 
second world war, but I can use that 
to highlight the creative 
achievements that unfolded from 
such appalling negativity.
They included computers, ATMs, 

superglue, ‘flu vaccine rollout, 
satellites and radar, not forgetting 
the idea of holidays abroad!
Additionally, the arrival of the 

Festival of Britain brought with it a 
gateway into another world with a 
prospering 1950s economy 
dominated by cars, polished 
furniture, credit, refrigerators and 
freezers!
So who knows, from our current 

downturn, what bright sparks may 
emerge to light up future 
generations to come?
In 1952 Holiday Inn built its first 

family-friendly hotel, and its 1000th 
in 1968.
Hilton launched its business in the 

same year and became a global 
leader in the hospitality sector. 
On the restaurant scene, fast food 

chains started to pop up. The first 
McDonald’s, with golden arches, 
opened in Phoenix in 1953. In 1955 
the Disneyland theme park opened, 
and the list goes on and on.
So with all that in mind, I suggest 

we brush down our lucky rabbit’s 
foot (albeit not so very lucky for the 
rabbit) and plan for brighter, more 
positive times ahead in this, its 
special year.  
In the meantime, keep yourselves 

warm with this hearty family recipe.
Alan xx
www.alancoxon.com

f o o d  &  e a t i n g  o u t Cooking with Coxon

Hop hop hoping
for a brave new world

- domestic - 

oven
cleaning

let us do 
the Job 

You hate!

01386 421509
or email: speakycleanovens@gmail.com

Before

After

To book today
please call:

A local, family run business with 10 years experience. 
We clean domestic ovens, agas, hobs,

extractors and microwaves. 
All our products are non caustic

and will leave your oven safe
to use straight after cleaning.

SundaY
LunCH 

Served Midday - 2.30pm

www.hamptonferry.co.uk 
Hampton Ferry•Boat Lane•evesHam•Worcs

Bookings : 01386 45460

               Sat 18th Feb - from 7pm

valentine
Dinner party
In aid of the Mayor’s Charity appeal

a fabulous 3 course dinner
with light entertainment - £30pp

Shrove Tuesday pancakes! 
tueS 21st Feb - great selection of sweet 

and savoury pancakes served 10am-2pm

JoIn uS For...
breakfast 
Lunch
Coffee & Cake 
afternoon tea

JoIn uS For...
breakfast 
Lunch
Coffee & Cake 
afternoon tea

booking 

essential

01386 882828 
or 01386 881699
1 Main Street, Sedgeberrow. WR11 7UE
www.shukursqueenshead.com  

  

Book a table & enjoy a Romantic 4 Course Dinner
    featuring imaginative and innovative Indian cuisine from

            TV Chef Sudha Shankar Saha
               Amuse-Bouche, Starter, Main & Dessert -  £34.95pp

   10% OFF Take-aways

Exceptional Indian Cuisine
Open daily
eat in or Take-away

Treat your loved one this
 Valentine’s Tues 14th feb
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Pasta, sausage and 
tomato Bake

serves: 4 Cooking time: 30 minutes

This tasty yet simple dish can be traced back to the first written record 
of pasta with tomato sauce, which can be found in the 1790 cookbook 
L’apicio moderno by Roman chef Francesco Leonardi.

metHod 
1. Pre-heat the oven to 240c, 475f, gas 9. 
2. Cook the pasta in plenty of boiling salted water for approx 6 mins until nearly 

soft but with a firmness to the centre (al dente).
3. Meanwhile, heat the oil in a large pan that can also go into the oven.
4. add the onion, garlic and chopped pieces of sausage and cook gently for 
 2-3 mins shaking and stirring the pan regularly. 
5. Add the sage, chilli, bay leaves and mix well together.
6. Add the tomatoes, sprinkle with the castor sugar, add the cream and stir well 

before adding and mixing in the partly cooked and drained pasta. Bring back 
to a simmer.

7. Level off the dish so it is spread evenly and sprinkle over the cheese before 
placing into a pre-heated oven to roast off for 6-8 mins.

8. Remove from the oven and serve.
 
Please note that I have not added any additional salt as the pasta water should 
be salted, the sausages also contain salt as does the cheese. Black pepper or a 
dusting of smoked paprika can additionally enhance this dish if desired.

IngRedIents 
500g penne pasta
750g sausages - cut into hearty chunks
1 small onion, finely sliced
2 bay leaves
2 cloves garlic, crushed
1 chilli pepper (de-seeded) diced

1 tsp fresh sage leaves, chopped
75ml olive oil
150ml thick cream or crème fraiche
2 tins plum tomatoes
1 tsp castor sugar
A little grated cheese (mature English 
cheddar or parmesan)

Excellent Food!

www.childswickhaminn.co.uk 
Bookings: 01386 852461

The Inn and Brasserie
@ ChildswiCkham

Book noW
for a Bar snack,

Leisurely Lunch or 
Evening Meal. 

•  Spacious Courtyard Garden  •

Fizz Friday
- join us every Friday!

Snowshill, Nr. Broadway, WR12 7JU

01386 852653
- Families & Dog Walkers Welcome -

Join us for a tasty selection of

LUNcheS 
& SUppeRS
Donnington Ales & Fine Wines

TRadiTioNaL

RoaST 
SUNday
LUNch 

served from 
12 noon

call in and 
unwind in

our beautiful 
cotswold

setting

Snowshill Arms
Country Pub near Broadway
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Cotswold &
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Please don’t fail
to mention “the Vale”
when responding to adverts
in your favourite magazine.
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Blocked 
ears?

Book Online: www.earhygienist.co.uk
or contact Issy today: 01386 701650

Ear wax can be troublesome and cause 
sudden loss of hearing, feel uncomfortable 

and itchy - but it can easily be removed 
at my Clinic in Blockley

North Cotswolds Ear hygiENE  CENtrE

Please contact our
friendly team for
an appointment 

01386 47997
www.osbornesofevesham.co.uk

Your local healthcare professionals...
• Eyecare
• Audiology
• Podiatry
• Facial Aesthetics
• Weight Loss
• Ear Wax Removal

CRoss KEys HousE, 1-3 sWAn LAnE, EvEsHAm. WR11 4PA 

Chrissy Booth
MChS D. Pod. M   
HPC regd

Evesham 
Podiatry
Chiropody 
Clinic
Clinic Appointments
01386 861261
Home Visits
0779 060 8923

P o d i a t r i s t  &  C h i r o P o d i s t

FIND US AT...
1 Craycombe Farm
Fladbury,
Pershore, worcs
wr10 2QF

• General Footcare Issues
• Diabetic Footcare
• Sports Injuries
• Nail Surgery PNA (Partial Nail avulsion)
• Biomechanics and Gait Analysis
• Verrucae Treatments
• Lower Limb Acupuncture
• Ingrowing Toenails

www.chrissybooth.co.uk

www.eveshamdental.co.uk

Family & Preventive Care | Dental Implants - Immediate replacement and All-on-4 available
Dental Hygienists using the latest gentle airflow technique

Smile Enhancement choices  | Same Day Teeth and No Impressions with Cerec
Orthodontics | Facial Treatments | Nervous Patients Very Welcome | Sedation

Sudokuanswers
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WIN a 
MuSIc
Voucher

Please send answers by 17th FEB 2023 
along with your name, address and a contact 

number to: Vale Magazine Comps,
Vale Park, Evesham. WR11 1GS or email: 

competitions@valemagazine.co.uk
Last month’s correct answer:

empire state of mind by alicia Keys
coNgratulatIoNS to our WINNer!

r Davis from Badsey

Can you idEntify thESE lyRiCS? 
tEll uS thE titlE & aRtiSt.

“I keep your picture,
upon the wall”
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rediscover the sounds 
you’ve been missing...
Don’t miss precious moments with family and friends

Contact our friendly team - we’re passionate
about restoring people’s hearing

call: 01386 340994   isabella@isabellahearing.co.uk    www.isabellahearing.co.uk
Find us: The Cotswold suite, new Barn Close surgery, station Road, Broadway. WR12 7dE

Hearing is what connects us to people, 
it’s part of communication and is 
essential to our quality of life. However, 
hearing loss is one of the most common, 
yet ignored conditions affecting 1 in 6 of 
the uK population. 

if you have never had your hearing tested, or it has been a 
while since your last hearing test, we encourage you to book 
a FREE hearing assessment.  This is a great opportunity to 
begin your journey to better hearing.  You’ll be guided by our 
team of highly experienced audiologists and supported every 
step of the way. Let us help reintroduce you to the beautiful 
sounds you’ve been missing and reconnect you to the people 
you love. 

At isabella Fisher independent Hearing Care you’ll find the 
very latest hearing devices from leading brands, which are 
not only discreet and comfortable, but can be paired with a 
mobile or tablet, wirelessly via bluetooth.  We also offer TV 
streamers so you can listen directly and never miss a moment.

We are passionate about restoring people’s hearing so 
everything is tailored to the individual: we take time to get to 
know our patients, encouraging them to bring a friend/loved 
one along to assessments.  This enables us to reach a full 
understanding of our patients’ hearing needs and determine 
the best possible solution. Patient after care is also very 
important to us and is FREE for life!

Contact our new hearing centre in Broadway, for state of 
the art technology in a modern and comfortable environment.  

We’re your local, independent hearing
healthcare professionals

“We listen so you can hear”

Hearing aids • accessories
service & repair • video otoscopy
Micro-suction ear Wax reMoval 

tinnitus advice & More

book your free 
hearing assessment
call: 01386 340994

micro-suction
ear Wax removal
NoW AvAilAble
No Water Required • Comfortable and Safe
our highly trained, experienced clinicians 
use state of the art equipment and the latest 
technology.

appointments: 01386 340994

h e a l t h ,  h a i r  &  b e a u t y vale
Cotswold &

magazine
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Keep Out!

No access except local buses, taxis and licensed private 
hire at any time and except buses 6pm -10am. 

(Oxford City Centre)

INTErESTINg ShOP NamES
Pizza the Action - pizza parlour in Rugby

PUT-DOWNS
“From the moment I picked up your book

until I laid it down, I was convulsed with laughter.
Some day I intend reading it.” 

Groucho Marx.

DEFINITIONS
“Baby: a loud noise at one end and no sense of 

responsibility at the other.” 
Ronald Knox.

That’s
interesting...

B R O A D W A Y

“Successfully selling 
homes in over 60 villages 

around Broadway for over  
20 years”

To arrange a FREE valuation please ring Charlie or Phil on 01386  858510
e: office@haymanjoycebroadway.co.uk | www.haymanjoycebroadway.co.uk

www.colourdrivesandpatios.co.uk 
Sales@ colourdrivesandpatios.co.uk

79 Friar Street, WorceSter. Wr1 2Nt
CALL: 0800 1910 936

01905 888718
Also at: Unit 9 Cirencester Office Park,

Tetbury Road, Glos. Call: 07476 815 419   

• Resin Bond • Block Paving
• Tarmac • Gravel • Patios

Driveway
Projects
start from

£895

200+ 5 Star reviews
««««« on Yell



Briarlea Care Home
WELCOME TO

With dedicated staff and a rich programme of 
activities to suit your interests, Briarlea offers the
support you need to live life to the full. 

To book your show round, call 01386 293 200 
Email briarleacare@btconnect.com 
Or visit our website www.briarleacarehome.co.uk

Come experience the finest care at our small, family-run 
residential home near Evesham. Now welcoming new residents 

for long-term & respite care. 
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In appearance the Wigeon is a 
medium sized duck, smaller than a 
Mallard, bigger than a Teal.  

The males have a chestnut head with 
striking yellowish-buff feathers on the 
forehead, extending onto the crown. 
The rest is mainly grey with a pinkish 
breast. 

In flight there is a wide white patch 
towards the front of the dark wing. 
When the duck is swimming or 
walking a black rear end with a white 
patch in front of it is noticeable.  

The females are mottled brown, with 
a bluish bill and an indistinct pale 
wing patch.

Wigeon are dabbling ducks and 
feed entirely on vegetable material.  

While swimming they take surface 
plants and those below the surface 
that can be reached by up-ending, for 
example leaves, stems, stolons, 

rhizomes and some seeds.  
At times they eat plant material 

brought to the surface by other 
species, such as Coots. Other food is 
obtained by grazing on land, 
especially on grassy banks by lakes, 
and coastal salt marshes or eelgrass 
beds exposed at low tide.  

They will also take grain spread for 
them in suitable areas, usually on 
grassland near the water’s edge.

Very few Wigeon nest in the British 
Isles, mainly in Scotland usually 
around highland lochs. They also nest 
in Iceland but the main breeding 
range is to the north-east including 
parts of Scandinavia, Finland, and 
northern Russia east to the Bering 
Sea, inhabiting the open forest zone 
south of the tundra.  

The nest is on the ground amongst 
vegetation usually fairly near water. 

BIRD OF THE MONTH: WIGEON

Wiley Wigeon
Ask bird watchers for the most striking thing about Wigeon and they 

are likely to say “the male’s calls”: a distinctive “whee oo” whistle 
of great carrying power. It is one of the most evocative of bird calls, 
especially when heard from a distant flock flying and foraging at the 
edge of the sea far out on a misty winter estuary.  

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Projects

Call Tom: 07917 854 078
www.walshepainting.co.uk

 Looking for a 

Painter?
We pride ourselves on our high standard

of workmanship in all aspects of
interior & exterior painting & decorating.

• Family Run Business - Established 1986
• Dustless Sanding • Airless Spraying • Fully Insured

Mobile 
Locksmith
 D o M e s t i c  &  c o M M e r c i a L
• Locks supplied & 

Fitted to insurance 
standards

• UPVc & composite
 Door Lock specialist
• additional security:
 Door, Patio, Window, Garage, Padlocks etc.
• Bespoke Lock & Key systems
• on-site Key cutting
• Free Quotes/ site surveys

 LocKeD
oUt?

service available
7 days a week 

8:30am -11pm

- No caLL oUt Fees -
caLL : 01386  244 484

 or  07842 22 11 91
www.ajclocksmith.co.uk

T.L.C. Home Care Services
...helping you stay in the home you love

As one’s health changes, most of us wish to remain as 
independent as possible and enjoy the comfort of our own 
home. T.L.C. Home Care Services offers the care and 
support needed to achieve this wish. We have an excellent 
reputation for providing high standards of personal care, 
respecting both the client’s chosen lifestyle, dignity and 
their need for flexibility as care needs change. All services 
are provided by staff who are local people and who live 
and work in their community and many of whom have 
worked for our agency for many years.
We are fully accredited with Worcs CC as an “Approved Contractor” and were rated as 
“Good” overall by the Care Quality Commission in Feb 2019 and rated “Good” in each of 
the individual categories of Caring, Safe, Effective, Responsive and Well Led.

If you would like to know more about us, or wish to arrange
a free, initial consultation, please call 01386 47888
our Manager/Proprietor Mrs Katrina Davidson, M.H.S.M.,
will be happy to help you.  Please quote Ref: CCG1

91 High Street, evesham. Wr11 4DN  www.tlchomecareservices.co.uk

We offer a range of home 
care services tailored to meet 
individual needs including:- 

Personal Care, 
Preparing Snacks and 
Meals, Sitter Services 

and General Help
such as Housework, 

Shopping etc.

Handmade 
Jewellery

DesigneD & MaDe in BroaDway

01386 853297   www.goldsmithy.co.uk
14a The Green, High Street, Broadway. WR12 7AA

Handmade Contemporary Jewellery
remodel and Jewellery repair

Personal Commissions
Unusual stones and Diamonds sourced

in House Craftsmen & workshop
engagement & wedding rings

Design Consultations
assistance + insurance & replacement

THE GOLDSMITHY
Fine Jewellery in Broadway Since 1978

... bringing your ideas to life!

view our 
latest

collection
in-store



Vale Magazine 41

The clutch is of about eight eggs, 
incubated for about 25 days.  

The downy young soon leave the 
nest to swim on open water, tended 
by the female, and can fly in about 45 
days.  

The adults moult after nesting and 
go through a flightless period while 
the wing feathers are replaced before 
they migrate south, arriving in the 
winter quarters during October and 
November.

The huge population from across the 
whole breeding range moves south in 
winter. The birds from the western 
part of the area move to SW Europe, 
where large flocks occur on estuaries 
with some moving inland.  

It is a stirring sight to see a flock of 
thousands wheeling and whistling 
over winter mudflats.  

Well over a million birds winter in 
the British Isles. Small numbers winter 

in the Midlands, usually on medium to 
large lakes where there is easy access 
to nearby grassland where they graze. 

Wigeon are highly migratory. A 
thousand or more winter in south 
Worcestershire and north 
Gloucestershire.  

Over the years about 2000 have 
been caught for ringing and release 
near Tewkesbury. Many recoveries of 
ringed birds have followed mostly 
shot by wild-fowlers.  

Birds have been found in 
Scandinavia, in central Europe and at 
least 15 have returned to western 
Russia, often over 4,000km away.  

The most far-flung was found at 
Staroturukhansk, Turukhanskiy, 
Krasnoyarsk, 5289km from the ringing 
site. Another was found in Iceland, so 
we know that birds from both 
breeding areas visit us in winter.

If there is sudden freeze, the south 
Worcestershire/North Gloucestershire 
birds often disappear.   

It was assumed they moved to the 
Severn estuary but there is no 
supporting evidence for this and 
where they go remains unknown. 
Perhaps to larger unfrozen lakes 
somewhere.
HARRY GREEN MBE

Famous Lines
from the Movies

answer: White Heat

Home Care

If you’re poorly and need expert care
or at an age when it would be nice

to have domestic help and someone
to talk to - we can arrange 

30 minute short visits
to fully managed 24hr care
Friendly & Professional Services

01386 765102
info@medistaff24.co.uk 

www.medistaff24.co.uk

Digger
with Driver 

Contact Paul Dare today
07950 896028

Large & SmaLL DiggerS avaiLabLe
Mini Diggers: fit through small gateways

Dare to Dig!
e: daretodig@outlook.com • www.daretodig.com 

• grounDwork • SoiL TeST HoLeS
• LanDSCaPing & agriCuLTuraL

vale of evesham and Chipping Campden areas

CARS & VANS WANted... £500 - £10,000

I’m Shaun Taylor, the “Approved Car Buyer” – here to make selling 
your used car or van as simple and quick as possible. I come to you, 
so there’s no need to leave your home or place of work.
Everything we do is free of charge:
FRee  Appraisal & valuation at your convenience
FRee  Collection of vehicle
FRee  Administration – no additional fees, 100% of the
           agreed price paid to you
FRee  Same day payment direct to your bank
A swift, simple And helpful service...
At the Approved Car Buying Centre we pride ourselves on a swift, 
simple and helpful service and are always at the end of the phone 
ready to help with any questions you may have or advice you need.

Please think of us when selling your vehicle – we would like to 
be “The Local Answer” for selling your vehicle locally.
We buy and collect vehicles in every corner of the county, including 
the Cotswolds. If you prefer, you can also book an appointment to 
drop your car off at our Buying Centre at Coombe Hill.

for the quickest response cAll me on
07836 777268 or visit 
www.approvedcarbuyingcentre.co.uk
and fill out our contact or
appointment form.
We look forward to
hearing from you soon.
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Coombe Hill (near Tewkesbury), Tewkesbury Road, Gloucestershire GL19 4BD
Approved  Car Buying Centre 07836  

777268

CARS & VANS 

WANTED 
£500-£10,000

I’m Shaun Taylor, the “Approved Car Buyer” – here 
to make selling your used car or van as simple and 
quick as possible. I come to you, so there’s no need 
to leave your home or place of work. 
Everything we do is free of charge: 
FREE Appraisal & valuation at your convenience 
FREE Collection of vehicle 
FREE Administration – no additional fees, 100% of 
the agreed price paid to you 
FREE Same day payment direct to your bank 

A swift, simple and helpful service 
At the Approved Car Buying Centre we pride 

ourselves on a swift, simple and helpful service and 
are always at the end of the phone ready to help with 
any questions you may have or advice you need. 

Please think of us when selling your vehicle – we 
would like to be “The Local Answer” for selling your 
vehicle in Gloucestershire. 

We buy and collect vehicles in every corner of the 
county, including the Cotswolds. If you prefer, you 
can also book an appointment to drop your car off at 
our Buying Centre at Coombe Hill. 

For the quickest response call me on 07836 777268 
or visit www.approvedcarbuyingcentre.co.uk and 
fill out our contact or  
appointment form. 
We look forward  
to hearing  
from you.

Outstanding 
finance settled
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Coombe Hill (near Tewkesbury), Tewkesbury Road, Gloucestershire GL19 4BD
Approved  Car Buying Centre 07836  

777268

CARS & VANS 

WANTED 
£500-£10,000

I’m Shaun Taylor, the “Approved Car Buyer” – here 
to make selling your used car or van as simple and 
quick as possible. I come to you, so there’s no need 
to leave your home or place of work. 
Everything we do is free of charge: 
FREE Appraisal & valuation at your convenience 
FREE Collection of vehicle 
FREE Administration – no additional fees, 100% of 
the agreed price paid to you 
FREE Same day payment direct to your bank 

A swift, simple and helpful service 
At the Approved Car Buying Centre we pride 

ourselves on a swift, simple and helpful service and 
are always at the end of the phone ready to help with 
any questions you may have or advice you need. 

Please think of us when selling your vehicle – we 
would like to be “The Local Answer” for selling your 
vehicle in Gloucestershire. 

We buy and collect vehicles in every corner of the 
county, including the Cotswolds. If you prefer, you 
can also book an appointment to drop your car off at 
our Buying Centre at Coombe Hill. 

For the quickest response call me on 07836 777268 
or visit www.approvedcarbuyingcentre.co.uk and 
fill out our contact or  
appointment form. 
We look forward  
to hearing  
from you.

Outstanding 
finance settled

we mAke selling your used 
cAr As simple As possible

Outstanding 
finance 
setttled

Outstanding 
finance setttled

CARS & VANS WANTED…
£500 - £10,000

Coombe Hill (near Tewkesbury), Tewkesbury Road, Gloucestershire GL19 4BD

07836
777268

WE MAKE SELLING YOUR USED
CAR AS SIMPLE AS POSSIBLE

I’m Shaun Taylor, the “Approved Car Buyer” – here to make selling 
your used car or van as simple and quick as possible. I come to you, 
so there’s no need to leave your home or place of work.

Everything we do is free of charge:

FREE Appraisal & valuation at your convenience

FREE Collection of vehicle

FREE Administration – no additional fees, 100% of the agreed
 price paid to you

FREE Same day payment direct to your bank

A SWIFT, SIMPLE AND HELPFUL SERVICE…
At the Approved Car Buying Centre we pride ourselves on a swift,
simple and helpful service and are always at the end of the phone 
ready to help with any questions you may have or advice you need.

Please think of us when selling your vehicle – we would like to 
be “The Local Answer” for selling your vehicle locally.

We buy and collect vehicles in every corner of the county, including 
the Cotswolds. If you prefer, you can also book an appointment to 
drop your car off at our Buying Centre at Coombe Hill.

FOR THE QUICKEST RESPONSE CALL ME ON

07836 777268
or visit: www.approvedcarbuyingcentre.co.uk
and fill out our contact
or appointment form.
We look forward to
hearing from you soon.

Supporters of:

Supporters of
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“I learn by going where I have to 
go.” That’s the last line of The 
Waking poem by Theodore Roethke.

As we pass through life most of us 
don’t know where we are going, but 
as we learn from experience our 
‘reality’ changes and perhaps we 
learn to do things better.

What is meant by reality? Indeed, is 
our reality an illusion? 

The human mind, it’s argued, has 
no independent executive control. It 
is an automatic response via the way 
it is programmed and the sensory 
stimuli it receives. 

Life can be defined as that which 
exhibits  ‘intelligence’, something 
that responds to its innate 
environment. 

Are plants intelligent? Plants 
change, respond, react to 
environmental change. So do 
bacteria, viruses and - moving up the 
chain of complexity - jellyfish, insects 
and the way up to humans, at the 
peak of intelligent life.

So, if the human is at the top of the 
tree, we can expect amazing 
examples of cleverness? 

Let’s look at some examples. The 
Ukraine War for one. It has a long 
history as most conflicts do. 

Putin claimed a military exercise to 
reclaim what belonged to Russia and 
to eliminate ‘unsavoury influences’. 

He invaded, maybe expecting 
capitulation and a welcome by 
Russian speaking citizens? But Putin 
is learning where he has to go. He 
met stiff resistance, to which he 
responded with a savage trail of 
destruction prompting scenes of 
human misery. 

It will take decades to rebuild and 
replace and all is not over yet, 
depending on what outcome we all 
want.

War is the result of a lack of 
intelligence. How does one improve 
by destroying things?

How about us? The Iraq war? 
Unsavoury influences, weapons of 
mass destruction, the death of Dr 
Kelly? Shock and Awe - a different 
side of fear but the same animal. 

At the moment we have a cost of 
living crisis. Many want better pay. 
But first some questions need to be 
asked. 

We have a democracy and elect 
MPs to decide outcomes. But how is 
democracy used democratically? 
What about those who can’t strike? 

I would argue it is immoral to punish 
innocent people who can’t fight 
back. But does democracy allow this? 

You must vote for outcomes but if 
you want you can ignore them? Like 
Brexit? 

I expect to be poorer, because 
countries in the West have been 
over-consuming finite resources, to 
which others may not have access. I 
want lithium batteries for my car, but 
what about those who cannot even 
afford the car?

Energy price hikes, with the greed 
of the big energy companies, who 
surely for the common good of 
humanity could waive their profits for 
the time being.

Everything has a limit. We borrow 
money, which is fine as long as we 
realise it has to be paid back plus 
interest. 

Maybe we could all learn to be less 
wasteful, more efficient, more 
resourceful. Learning by where we 
have to go. 

I would argue that if one makes a 
criticism of another’s thinking or 
action, it should be accompanied by 
fact and suggestion of what could be 
done for a better solution. 

So what might done? A temporary 
coalition, all parties working and 
sharing together. The House of Lords 
appointing people with expertise in 
various walks of life to advise, elected 
by some form of Sortition.

The public should be better 
informed about issues and the 
consequences of a different 
outcome. Then, maybe using the 
referendum approach on the 
internet, a poll that could be a less 
adversarial approach to problem 
solving.

Of course I have left out the biggest 
problem of all, Climate Change. But 
Ukraine comes first.

Learn by going where you have to 
go. And we must DO something 
about Climate Change.
TONY LANE

Thinkers’ Corner

Learning as we go
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01386 443178

Plumbing
Service & Repair
Gas 
Central Heating
Installation

Bredon Suite, De Montfort House
7e Enterprise Way.

Vale Park, Evesham. WR11 1GS
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Care in the comfort
of your home

For an initial chat and to find out
how we might be able to help 

Call: 0808 808 5000
info@newagecare.co.uk

www.newagecare.co.uk

When you reach a point where you need extra help 
and support at certain times of the day but are 
not keen on moving into residential care, then 
Visiting Care is a great option.

Visiting Care allows you to stay in the comfort of 
your own home, maintain your routines and it gives 
you and your family reassurance that someone will 
be popping in to help you when you need it.
 
• Bespoke Visiting Care Service
• Visits from 1 hour upwards
• Live In Care also available
• CQC Registered

Mobility
Comfort

Health & Leisure
Seating

Household Aids
Moving & Handling

Personal Care
Beds, Accessories & Bedding

Toileting
Bathing

Access Solutions
Dementia

BHGS

PriMAFruiT

Contact us today 01386 443857
e: sales@my-indy.co.uk  www.my-indy.co.uk  

SHowrooM: unit 7F • Enterprise way • Vale Park • Evesham • wr11 1GS

inDEPEnDEnCE,  innoVATion & inDiViDuALiTy -  For you!

Open Monday to Friday 10am-5pm

Mobility Scooters • Wheelchairs • Walkers • Beds
Chairs • Bath Lifts • Stair Lifts... and much more!

Fully Adjustable
BedS including
Mattress
from £849 ex vat

we have a wide range of enabled living products on display!

Ask 
about our 

express 
service

Come and take a look around...

Rise & Recline Chairs



CEDAR 
LODGE CARE 

HOME
RESIDENTIAL CARE AT THE 

HEART OF LOCAL LIFE 

WWW.CEDARLODGECAREHOME.COM



Welcome to Cedar Lodge. We're a family-run care home who
specialise in residential care for individuals aged 65+. 

 
At only 19 beds, our small size allows us to offer the best 
person-centred support that's tailored to your needs. At 

Cedar Lodge, we run a rolling programme of fun activities to 
suit everyone's interests, from coffee mornings and fetes, to 

dances, matinees, shopping trips and seaside jaunts. 
 

To discover our long term, day care and respite care 
packages, call 01386 293 033 or visit our website 

www.cedarlodgecarehome.com. 
 

You can also email your enquiry to 
info@cedarlodgecarehome.com. Find us on Main St. 

Offenham, WR11 8RL. 
 

BOOK YOUR SHOW ROUND TODAY! 

CEDAR LODGE CARE HOME

"This morning we went to the coffee morning at Cedar 
Lodge. How lovely to have this care home in our village 
where we met such caring friendly staff and knew a few 

of their residents. Delicious cakes tea and coffee 
… They offer day care too". 

~ Spotted Offenham
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Renewable eneRgy
isn’t the futuRe...
it’s already here!

Find out more today, call Matt or Alayna on 

0800 085 82 89
enquiries@aspeyenergy.co.uk
www.aspeyenergy.co.uk

      

Your local Renewable Energy Solutions Experts

Our ServiceS include:

installing solar
PV Panels

 solar batteries

electric Vehicle
Charging Points

solar Powered water 
heating systems

Reviewing your current 
energy consumption and  

advising efficiencies

aspey Energy creates bespoke, high quality, solar power
solutions for properties in your local area.

our expertise lies in our 
desire to find that perfect fit, 

a solar power system that 
really meets the needs

of each client and makes
the best use of each 
property’s location.

Residential or commercial - if you’re ready to embrace renewable energy please
get in touch. We’d love to talk about making it work for your home or business.

Evesham’s only independent
funeral directors

Over 30 years
serving the local

community

Martin Grinnell 
FunEral
SErvicES

• Professional Personal Service
• 24 Hour / 7 Days a Week
• Home Visits
• Private Chapel of Rest

1 Bewdley Street, Evesham. WR11 4AD

Please contact us at any time
01386 422233

  Pest 
control

A Preferred Contractor for Worcestershire Local Authorities

wasps • flies • bed bugs • fleas • carpet moths • beetles
• ants • cockroaches • rats • mice • squirrels • moles 

24/7 HelPline:
01386 41762

www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Prevent. Manage. Protect.
We provide pro-active pest control solutions that

meet your CommerCial & DomestiC needs, including 
British retail Consortium & salsa food standards

For a swift response call our helpline 
and speak to our friendly team 

Fully insured. RSPH Level 2 qualified staff
BPCA/NPTA members. CEPA Certified
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I’d go to Liverpool, because my 
son is a Liverpool football club 
supporter. He is only four, but he 
is obsessed with them. Also a lot 
of family and friends have been 
there and say it’s amazing.
Alice Kelly, Offenham

Edinburgh, mainly for the castle. 
It has a gothic feel about it.
James Fortey, Evesham

Anywhere in the Maldives. It’s so tranquil and I’d just love 
the peace and quiet. I would stay in one of those beach 
huts next to the sea and have a water slide from the 
bedroom to the water.
Jessie Rooke, Willersey

I would go to New York. 
It would be such an 
amazing experience, 
and so different to here 
I would go to a show 
and see the Christmas 
lights.
Amy Smith, Badsey

You SaY
Ticket
to heaven
If someone were to whisk you away to any 
city for a treat, where would you choose? 
Donna Lawson (who says Venice, please) 
reports. 

Thomas Gilbey Interiors

Visit us online at 

www.tgiblinds.co.uk

Call us on 

01789 490889
Our Mobile 

07967 480359

Looking for Blinds,
Curtains or
Shutters?

MADE IN GREAT BRITAIN * M

ADE IN GREAT BR
ITA

IN
 *

Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats 
Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to 
sheer value-for-money... the combination of 
quality products, highly competitive prices, 
and top flight customer service, plus the 
peace of mind you get with a 10-year guarantee.

You might also like the fact that we offer the 
area’s biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, 
we’ve got it!

Better choice... better value... and better service... 
plus we’re a Which? Trusted trader as well! What more 
could you ask for!

Call us anytime, and we’ll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain Studio 
right to your home or business - any day, evening or weekend. See 
the latest styles with no obligation. Advice is free, measuring is 

free, and expert fitting is free too!

Improve, Don’t Move!
Maximise the value of your home.

  SPACE-SAVING – MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM
  SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
  CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
  REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
  DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

PREMIUM   5.1M   BLACK
£2,740

£895
COMPACT • UP TO 2.4M

PREMIUM  3.4M  ANTHRACITE
£1,990

GAROLLA     PREMIUM
Increased Security • Double Insulation

One-Touch Close

FREE 
FITTING
PAYMENT ON 
INSTALLATION

9.8 out of 10 4.8 out of 5

01386 210 039   

www.garolla.co.uk
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Definitely New York, for no 
particular reason other than the 
city that never sleeps has always 
intrigued me.
Chloe Tomes, Evesham

Orlando. We have been half a 
dozen times to Florida and 
absolutely love it there: the 
sunshine, the people, everything. 
It’s so clean too.
John Cockerton, Evesham

I love all of Devon and Cornwall 
so St Ives. It’s a beautiful part of 
the country and holds a lot of 
memories for me.
Roy Inwood, Bidford-on-Avon

I would go to Sydney, and enjoy 
Bondi beach. I have friends who 
live out there and it looks 
fantastic on the pictures they 
send me.
Mark Holt, Birmingham

It has to be Birmingham! My 
family are from there and there 
are a lot of great shops and 
restaurants.
Lisa Dowdeswell, Evesham

Barcelona. I’ve been several 
times to Barcelona, but not for a 
few years. We are not really keen 
on the busy part Las Ramblas but 
we love the Gaudi cathedral.
Phil Morgan, Rous Lench

ExtEnsions
rEnovations
PlastEring 

all types of work undertaken.
With over 30 years in the trade rob has

a wealth of building expertise and
has gained a great local reputation for 

quality WorkmanshiP
& sound advicE  

call: 07786 360 205

rob Print

carpentry
 & building ltd

i’m not always able to answer 
instantly but please leave your 
details and i will give you a call
to discuss your requirements.

Our team are experts in
their field, with access to
specialist schemes from
a wide range of insurers. 
For best prices and a local
service you can rely on, contact
our professional, friendly team today.

Save money on 
business insurance

Commercial Insurance
Brokers Ltd

Call us today for a 
free review 
of your insurance
•	Business	Combined
•	Office	/	Shop
•	Property	Owners
•	Tradesman’s	Liability
•	Hospitality
•	Commercial	
	 Vehicles	/	Vans01386 424777

info@commercialinsurancebrokers.net
www.commercialinsurancebrokersltd.co.uk

Unit 2  |   Abbey Lane Court  |   Evesham  |   Worcs  |   WR11 4BY

CIB
Est.1960
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www.allenscaravans.co.uk

Blackminster Business Park
Blackminster  WR11 7RE

01386 833 866
dimension-design.co.uk BATH + WETROOM
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After all the excitement of 
Christmas, we can now concentrate 
on the forthcoming year. I’ve already 
bought an Easter egg and daffodils 
are poking their heads through 
soggy ground. 
My magnolia buds are ready to 

burst almost at the same time, I 
suspect, as my camellias but I’m not 
complaining!
Dismantling festive trimmings has 

also meant checking through boxes 
of lights that have been stored over 
the years, looking for adapters and 
spare bulbs.
Then back they go to the storage 

boxes in the attic from whence they 
were removed just weeks ago. 
Drives my family spare!

Thumbs up
Don’t know if you’ve noticed the 

large number of mole hills dotting 
our fields?  

I’ve been told that moles have an 
extra fore-thumb and another 
amazing extra. They not only have 
whiskers on their faces but also on 
their bums, meaning when they 
come to a blockage they can reverse.

Isn’t nature wonderful, although I’ve 
managed without these extras so far!

Coming 
TogeTher
Plans are underway for forthcoming 

events and this year we will have an 
additional one – the King’s 
coronation on May 6, which I assume 
can be watched in comfort at home if 
you don’t fancy trekking to London.

Our carnival will be at the end of 
May, followed by the now annual 
events such as Midsummer Brass, 
Plum and River festivals, not 
forgetting Pershore Jazz, with its Jazz 
on a Summer’s Day concert in 
August.

I’m beginning to feel tired already 
and we could all use some help to 
ensure that these occasions are 
successful.

Apologies for annually repeating 
this mantra but community events 
are so important in bringing together 
people, many of whom are still 
feeling isolated and fearful.

Pershore is good at having 
communities who look after each

other and are happy to chat, which 
in some cases can be called nosey! 
Have to confess I’ve been one of the 
accused!

smiles
and Tears
Pleased to report that the new 

organ should be installed in Pershore 
Abbey shortly.

Looking forward to hearing some 
wonderful music together with the 
lovely voices of the choir. Although I 
have no musical talent, I do love 
listening to those who have been so 
blessed!

Whilst our wetlands have been very 
wet lately, wild flowers are thriving 
and should attract pollinators when 
the weather improves. 

Sad to report, however, the death 
of a swan whose remains were found 
close to ‘the beach’ and a Canada 
Goose, found in The Scrape, the area 
between middle and north meadow. 

Let’s hope that spring will see a 
resurgence in mating in the 
meadows, although preferably only 
involving wildlife!

Enjoy this year and remember, if 
you smile most people will smile 
back.

VAL WOOD

PS: Just seen snowdrops and yellow 
aconites flowering in St Andrew’s 
Garden – cheered me up no end!

Val’s Pershore
Notebook

MOT, Servicing & Repairs
 Diagnostic Facilities, Professional Diesel 
Particulate Filter & ERG Valve Cleansing, 

Welding, Batteries, Tyres, Exhausts
Air-Con Servicing and Restoration Work.

A J TOwey SeRviceS ltd
01386 832725

ajtoweyservices@hotmail.co.uk
Blacksmiths Lane, South Littleton

evesham. wR11 8Tw
PART oF ThE GooD GARAGE SChEmE

Car, Van, Motorhome or 7.5 Tonne Truck
book your VehiCle in Today! 

we don’t 
just service 
your car...

We can help your vehicle run smoothly
and efficiently with the latest testing, 

cleaning and servicing technology

Cleans Blocked Filters
Reduces Emissions

Improves Performance

Book 
Today!

MOTS • Servicing 
• cluTch/Fly WheelS 

• TiMing BelTS • BaTTerieS
• TyreS  • Wheel Balancing

• exhauSTS • Welding
• diagnOSTicS

• all OilS & SundrieS
MOT  TeSTS • Motorcycles

• Quads • Trikes  over 450kg

Find us at: Station Road, Broadway. WR12 7DE

www.broadwaymotautoservices.co.uk

Book today call: 
01386 858117

m: 07972 506 248

Your local BroadwaY Garage!
We are a family run business and want 
customers to trust us all the way. 
Our service costs start at just £95 and we 
only charge for the work that we do and 
the time that we take on the job - not book 
time as suggested by car manufacturers!
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For the second time in 12 months, I 
find myself writing about the humble 
yet stalwart Ford Fiesta. 

The first time was when my friend’s 
14-year-old version, feisty and with 
some interesting foibles, saved the 
day after a midnight puncture in my 
wife’s Mini. 

This time, I have been behind the 
wheel of the bang up to date, high 
spec ST-Line Vignale, at a somewhat 
eye watering £28k. 

But before I get into the review, I’d 
like to take a moment to reflect on 
the Fiesta; once the staple of new 
drivers, later the fiery hot hatch of the 
Ford stable, now sadly to be 
discontinued. 

Originally launched in 1976, the 
newest iteration is the seventh 
generation of cars to bear the Fiesta 
badge, and for most of my life, this 
humble yet steady name has been 
present on and off. 

My nan had a mid 80s model after 
her even older Escort gave up, and 
my wife had a late 70s bright orange 
1.0 litre version (with black vinyl roof) 
when I met her. 

That was an interesting car. I recall 
stripping part of the engine to do 
some repairs once and being left with 
a few pieces once I had put it back 
together. Funny thing is, it never 
missed a beat from that day on. 

There was also a time when the 
speedo was wildly inaccurate, 
fluctuating from 45mph to 80mph on 
the motorway like a metronome. 

Late in 2022, Ford announced the 
planned retirement of the badge in 
the summer of 2023, some 13 years 
longer than its big brother, the 

m o t o r i n g vale
Cotswold &
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Motoring with toBY AiKEn

Less feisty, less fun
The beginning of the end? all Makes & Models

Repairs • Servicing • Brakes
Exhausts • Clutches 

Air-Con • Batteries • Tyres
Telephone Graeme or Roger on

01386 421499
UniT 5, FoUR PoolS indUSTRiAl ESTATE

EvEShAm, WoRCS. WR11 1XJ

Good mechanics at a
         Reasonable Price!

G&Rmotors

info@alsignscommercials.com

MOts 
£35

MOt & Service £109
Subject to VAT

Diagnostics & Repairs
all makes & models!

AiR COnDitiOning
01386 47472

beargarage@hotmail.co.uk
Burford road, EvEsham. Wr11 3af

Vale Tyre, exhausT
& serVice centre

FiND us:
unit 5 Vale Link

Vale Park
evesham, Worcs

Wr11 1GL

Competitive Prices
for Service & Repairs

on ALL makes & models
Contact Mark or Steve Cole: 

01386 761550
Conveniently located on Vale Park!
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Escort, managed. So it seems, I have 
tested my last Fiesta. For now… let’s 
not forget that Ford has a habit of re-
inventing cars and the names come 
back like a Phoenix from a flame.  

But for now, here’s my final review 
of the Ford Fiesta. Initial feedback 
was that for passengers it wasn’t the 
most comfortable drive, and 
experiencing that for myself I’d have 
to agree. For the driver though, it’s a 
much-improved, pleasant experience. 

As it ever has been, the Fiesta is a 
compact, tech-savvy package with all 
the toys you’d want and, even with 
the 1.0 MHEV system in my test car, it 
still feels relatively responsive. 

But while it satisfies on a 
performance level (and even in this 
small capacity format, it acquits itself 
admirably on motorways) it’s lacking 
something... that spark, than je ne 
sais quoi. It’s missing the soul of its 
older relative. 

Which leads me to another 
interesting question: is the Fiesta 

targeted at those who want a little joy 
with their driving? Perhaps the answer 
is that, for this model at least, it isn’t. 
But that doesn’t mean the experience 
has to be sterile. 

Don’t get me wrong, I still like the 
Fiesta, and it ticks an awful lot of 
boxes, but I think my choice would 
be to opt for the marginally lower 

priced ST-Line or at least the Active x 
version to hopefully inject a little 
more sport, a little more excitement, 
a little more life into the driving 
experience. 

The trade-off of the sportier model, 
of course, is that it will most likely 

detract further from the passenger 
experience given sportier setups and 
low profile tyres. 

So maybe my issue is that the Fiesta 
is trying to be too much for too many. 
A Fiesta aways used to be entry level 
fun with a more grown-up level of 
power for those who were more 
experienced (that’s where the ST side 
of things comes in).

But even the entry level Fiesta now 
starts at around £18k and I think for 
the entry level model there is a lot of 
competition from other marques. 

Does the Vignale, comfy for the 
driver and incredibly well specced as 
it is, justify a further £10k investment 
on the entry level car? 

This is a tricky question, and it will 
ultimately come down to what you 
value in a car. 

For me though, it just doesn’t quite 
tick the box for that elusive soul of its 
older sibling. 
TOBY AIKEN

m o t o r i n g vale
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You’ll find us all on Vale Park!   Enterprise Way, Vale Park, Evesham.  WR11 1GS

View full list of our prices & services online 

t: 01386 48935 e: info@rkservices.com
www.rkservices.com

Garage Services

HGV, Van
& Car
Service
repair
& MOT

EstablishEd

for ovEr

20 YEars

Commercial
Vehicle Specialists

Call: 01386 420900
www.spencercomm.com 

For a fast and friendly service visit our 
drive-in centre on vale Park!

tel: 01386 420904
or 07973 883180

www.eveshamtyrecentre.com

Car, Van & Truck 

Tyres
at great prices!

   Our serViCes AlsO inClude:- 
• Brakes • Batteries 
• exhausts • Wheel Balancing
• Commercial Wheel Balancing
• 24 Hour HGV Breakdown service
• AllOyGATOr Wheel Protectors supply & fit

CAr • VAn • HGV
We’re all geared 
up to keep you
on the road!

tyrecentre
evesham

 

RK SERVicES  

Est 1980

RAc 
Approved

Repair 
centre
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I am writing this looking out of the 
window to a garden covered with 
snow. At least the white stuff covers 
over the ground and hides 
some of the old 
leaves.  

But this cover is 
also important 
to many 
Herbaceous 
plants as it 
insulates the 
crown whence 
the new growth 
comes in the 
spring. 

The snow also stops 
the cold penetrating 
deeper into the soil, protecting 
bulbs and underground shoots. 

Plants above the ground need 
some assistance when it’s very cold.

Camellias, for instance, are in bud if 
not just in flower. Both can freeze 
and fall off, meaning we miss this 

year’s blooms. We can 
help by covering the 

bush with a 
thermal fleece. 

These are easy 
to drape and 
light. 

Protecting 
plants from 
the elements 

is a large part 
of what 

gardeners do, 
often without 

realising. Planting in a 
sheltered spot offers extra help, 

as does adding grit so water does 
not stay around the roots for too 
long. 

l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d  g a r d e n i n g vale
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Keeping a 
weather eye…

For a Free quote contact richard 01386 47662 or 07866 811 249 
www.rparkerpavingandlandscapesltd.co.uk

enhance your
outdoor Space

and add value to your property

• Patios • Paving • Paths
• artifical lawns • Pergolas
• Driveways • PonDs
• fencing • walling

Groundworks
• Patios & Paths •

• Walls •
• DriveWays •

• lanDscaping •
• tree Work •

• GroundWorks •

J. Carroll & son
Free no obligation quotes
01386 898426

or 07957 472 868
jcarrollgroundworks@outlook.com

The Timber Yard, Weston-sub-Edge, GL55 6QH

Call: 01386 840373
www.hartwellfencing.co.uk

Timber 
merChanTs
& FenCing
speCialisTs

Visit our well-stocked yard
Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Garden 
Machinery
sales • service •  repair

Leaf Blowers, Chainsaws,
Pressure Washers, Strimmers

Mowers, Ride-ons, Robotics & more!

call in at: unit 3,
keytec 7 Business Park

Pershore. wr10 2TA
01386 552886
info@ohmsmowers.co.uk 

www.ohmsmowers.co.uk
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When planting climbers we make 
sure the wall is going to be right - 
some don’t do well on a north facing 
wall, while Hydrangea petiolaris, for 
instance, can cope with the 
conditions and will thrive.

Considering where plants grow in 
the wild can help pinpoint prime 
spots in your garden. Some grow in 
forests under the cover of the tall 
trees, which protect them from wind 
and bright sunlight. Trees also take a 
large share of the water, stopping 
plants beneath getting waterlogged. 

That’s just the ticket for Viburnum 
davidii, a low growing evergreen 
shrub with deep veined leaves and 
flat-topped clusters of small white 
flowers in the summer, turning to 
steel blue berries. 

When planting alpines among rocks 
we sometimes forget that if rainwater 
pours off onto them, it may be too 

wet in the winter, causing roots to 
become waterlogged and die.

Wind can be bane of many, drying 
out leaves that fall off and causing 
poor growth. 

Houses can funnel wind between 
them, also creating poor conditions 
for some plants. We can stop this by 

l a n d s c a p i n g  a n d  g a r d e n i n g vale
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 Viburnum davidii

Oakleaf
Landscapes

Tree surgery
Garden Tidy-Ups

Landscaping
Fencing

Groundworks 
For a Free Quotation call

Tommy: 07956 080160
or 01386 247167

Hillbarn 
SawmillS

  Open tO the general public & trade  
Monday - Friday 7:30am - 5pm    Saturday 8am - 12pm

tel: 01386 858304 
SnowShill, Broadway, worceSterShire wr12 7Jy
(top of Fish hill a44 turn right follow signs)   

Garden Furniture | Sleepers | Decking 

Oak Framed 
buildings & Trusses

  - made to order -

Fencing • Panels • Gates
Sheds

Fence & GaTe
erecTiOn Service

Firewood available

all year round

Phil Basford

Visit our showroom 
The Workshop, Birmingham Rd,
BlackminsTeR, evesham 
01386 830283
www.philbasford.co.uk  

established 
oveR

40 
yeaRs

Book your Mower in for 
it’s Winter service!

   Garden Machinery
sales & servicinG

GreatProductsloW Prices!

Hedge cutters from £179
mitox Blowers from £119
electric shredders from £209

chainsaws
from £189
chainsaW
chains
supplied & sharpened

The correct answers and the winner will be announced in our March 2023 magazine.

4 of our advertisers are hidden in this word search below.
Simply write them down and send your entry by 17th FEB 2023, along with your name, address and a contact 
number to Vale Magazine Comps, Vale Park, Evesham. WR11 1GS or email competitions@valemagazine.co.uk. 

Names may appear in any direction. First correct entry out of the bag wins.

V a l e  M a g a z i n e  W o r d  S e a r c h 

win £25!
congratulations
to last month’s

winner... 
frances foster

from
tewkesbury

youR PRizE iS oN itS
Way to you! 

the correct answers were... 
england signs
station Garden

raphaels
hinton Pest control

vale
Cotswold &

magazine
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putting up a fence or hedge as a 
windbreak. 

However, there are many plants that 
grow on cliff tops and will stand wind 
- broom, gorse, pyracantha, Cornus, 
Euonymus and many more.

With the weather becoming more 
unpredictable the challenge for 
gardeners is to think little bit harder 
to come up with solutions. 

Happy gardening.
ANDY PEDRICK
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I enjoyed scoffing blackberries on 
autumn dog walks and I’d quite like 
to grow a pick your own bush in the 
garden. Can I grow one from a cutting 
from a wild bush? I do know they are 
very invasive, so will it grow in a pot?

ANDY SAYS: Blackberry is a vigorous 
plant and not suitable for growing in a 
pot. On the positive side there the variety Oregon Thornless has very few 
thorns so is much easier to pick and the fruit is bigger than the wild forms. 
If you really want to propagate from a wild briar the best way is to pin 
the end of a young shoot into a pot of compost. When the roots are well 
established you can cut the new plant away.

Ask ANDY 

vale
Cotswold &
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QuizAnswers
from page 14

1. Frank Sinatra
2. Canada
3. Pele
4. Gold. Juno. Omaha. Sword.Utah
5. Bicycle MotoCross
6. Pugh, Pugh, Barney McGrew, 

Cuthbert, Dibble & Grub
7. Zloty
8. Helsinki
9. Dusty Bin
10. Mickleton

We look forward to working with you in the future

Call: 07894 851673
enquiries@cdgroundworks.com

Charlie works closely 
with all clients 
throughout the process 
from consultation to 
delivery, to ensure 
that each project is 
finished to the highest of 
standards.
See our website
cdgroundworks.com
to check out photos and 
current projects.

Charlie 
Drury
has over a decade
of experience
and provides
a professional 
groundwork service, from excavating footings
for a new extension, laying a new patio, erecting 
boundary fences, or constructing new driveways,
to estate management contracts and much more.

CD Groundworks

•Landscaping
•Block Paving • Patios 
•Retaining Walls 
•Driveways •Decking
•Groundwork •Footings
•Extension •Oversites
•Fences electric, water, drainage
•Joinery work •Ditching
•Equine Groundwork 
•Menage •Fencing
•Digger & Dumper Hire

Paving
 Fencing &
 Landscaping
- SupplieS & inStallation -

fantastic Products
at low Prices call in today!

the old Saw Mills,
evesham Road,
toddington. Gl54 5DF 
tel: 01242 620 000

www.cotswoldvalesupplies.co.uk

•Garden Fencing •Gates •Sheds 
•Summerhouses •Timber & Plywood

•Iron Railings •Garden Furniture
•Concrete Fence Posts •Aggregates

•Turf & Artificial Turf •Topsoil •Bark Mulch 
•Ironmongery•Hazel Hurdles 

•Play Grade Chippings •Sleepers & more!

exterior
Porcelain

Paving 
from only£27m2 +VAT*

Sandstone from £26 m2 +VAT*

DeliVery SerVice AVAilAble - please ask for details   
*full packs/collection only

www.fairviewtrading.co.uk

• Fencing • Walling • Aggregates
• Electrical supplies
• Plumbing supplies
• Decorating supplies
• Timber ...or just a
 fuse or light bulb!

comE & sEE us!

building & landscaping supplies

Buckle street
Honeybourne

Evesham
WR11 8QE

01386 833001

 new paving centre now
open

MushrooM coMpost
Soil improver • Top Soil
Bark • SleeperS • SlaBS

lower fields farm, Weston road 
Bretforton, Evesham

Worcestershire, Wr11 7QA 

01386 833366

mon to fri: 8am to 5.30pm Saturday: 8am to midday 

QuaLity
Heavy Duty SHeDS

www.mgbsheds.co.uk

Sheds • Summer/Play Houses
Garages • Stabling • Kennels 

Whether you choose from our variety of standard 
sizes or take advantage of our bespoke design 

service, our craftsmen use only the very best quality 
products to create quality timber buildings.
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Mattress
& Bed store

Quality Beds, Bedsteads & Mattresses
at prices you won’t lose sleep over!

80a High Street, Evesham (Opposite Post Office)  01386 446211

 BUILDERS

 BOARDING KENNELS & CATTERIES

 BEDS

Holborn Boarding Kennels, South Littleton
Licensed, Insured, daily walks, all diets T: 01386 832604

StonemaSon &
General Builder
Extensions, Renovations, Newbuilds

& Dry Stone Walling

 Tel. PETER CoTToN on:    
07761 627862

   or 01789 490134

 AERIAL SERVICES & SATELLITE
AERIAL ERECTION SERVICE (Est. 1973)  Freesat specialists

TV and radio aerial systems supplied, installed, repaired. 
(also extra TV outlets fitted) T: 01386 553151 or 07976 606967

MWS Aerial & Satellite. TV, Freesat, Sky & CCTV
T: 01386 833342  www.mws-aerial-satellite.co.uk

 BAThROOmS
Richard Preen Bathrooms
Local & Reliable. T: 01386 40081 or 07870 199292

vale
Cotswold &

magazine directory 01386 41144

 ELECTRICIANS

 DOG GROOmING
JImhILLY - FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL

DOG & CAT GROOmING
Services from just nails to full grooming, including

hand stripping! All breeds are catered for! 
Collection if required. Home visits also available.

***CLEAN, SMART dOgS ARE HAPPy dOgS ***
Call Claire: 01386 421463 or 07917 605 545 jimhilly@hotmail.co.uk

 CONSERVATORIES
MONARCH HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Local people - quality service
Tel. Neil Hunt 07970 979831 or 01386 861256

 DENTISTS

 Whatever your 
 dental wish…

Open: Mon - Sat
early & evening 
Appointments 

available

16 Broadway Road, evesham,
Worcs. WR11 1BG                    www.eveshamdental.co.uk

01386 422833
 Dentists:  Richard Colebourne. Sarah Moore.  Aleksandra Rozwadowska.

• Family & Preventive Care 
• Dental Implants - Immediate
   replacement and All-on-4 available
• Smile Enhancement choices
• Same Day Teeth and No Impressions with Cerec
• Orthodontics • Facial Treatments 
• Nervous Patients Very Welcome • Sedation

evesham dental health team

... caring for you and your smile!

A great range of flooring
for your home or office... 

to suit all budgets!
- Visit our BlAckminster showroom - 
open mon-Fri 9am-5pm & saturday 9am-2pm

Blackminster Business park, Blackminster, wr11 7re
t: 01386 833766  www.tomcookcarpets.co.uk

cArpets • Vinyls • lAminAtes

tom cook
c A r p e t s

 COmPUTERS
ALAN EdWARdS BSc – COMPUTERCALM  – PC & MAC

Service • Repair • Wireless • Broadband• File Recovery, etc.
Tel. 01386 898248 or visit www.computercalm.co.uk

 CARPETS & VINYLS

 BURGLAR ALARmS
ByRON SECURITy LTd. SSAIB reg. (Est. 1994)

Burglar Alarms and CCTV installed and maintained
Telephone 01386 834474

 ChIROPODISTS

Scotty & Sweep: ICS regd. Fully insured. Daytime 
evenings/weekends. T: 01386 641133 or 07971 182411

 ChImNEY SWEEP/SERVICES

Evesham Podiatry Chiropody Clinic
Clinic App: 01386 861261 Home App: 0779 0608923

J . S . R .  B U I L d I N g  S E R V I C E S
Building & Roofing Contractors

Please contact Jamie Roberts on 07880 792 600

 CARPET CLEANING
FRESHCLEAN - Professional deep cleaning of 

Carpets, Rugs, Suites & Upholstery. 
FREE QUOTES – call Kevin 07769 834 040

For Quality Workmanship & Sound Advice
call: 07786 360 205

- Over 30 yeArS in the trAde -

rOb Print
Carpentry & building Ltd

renOvAtiOnS & extenSiOnS

Listed Buildings 
Refurbished

No job too small - small alterations
to Extensions and New builds.

-  FRee  quOtAt iOnS - 
t: 01386 830263 m: 07941 617464

Building
KEITh huNT

Over 35 years trade experience ensures 
all work is completed to the highest of 
standards. References available.

BUILDING, 
LANDSCAPING  

& ENGINEERING

• Bespoke Timber Frames
• Extensions, Refurbishments
• Grade 2 Listed Work
• Structural & Underpinning
• General Building Work

WE BUILD   WE ENGINEER   WE CONSTRUCT
Contemporary to Heritage... Experts in building & landscapes

Contact Dave Simmonds 07985 925 460 /01386 247476
kealeyconstruction.co.uk

CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING BY DESIGN

 CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SIMON WATTS JOINERy - Beautiful Bespoke Joinery
Call: 01386 860939   info@simonwattsjoinery.com

www.simonwattsjoinery.com

Marcus Taylor & Sons - Brickwork & ground Works
All aspects of Building and Maintenance Work 

Digger & Plant Hire • Call: 07776 202 359 or 01386 423005

dave Spiers (Electrician) All types of electrical work 
undertaken. Fully part P. regd. Call: 07973 563 504

 ARChITECTURAL SERVICES
AIN dESIgNS LTd - Architectural Planning Application 

drawings & Submissions. Call Ian Keetley 07973 451395 
info@aindesign.co.uk  •  www.aindesign.co.uk

Karndean Flooring

tel: 01386 47234

New  
Range 
Now

iN

A stylish 
collection of 
flooring to

suit all homes

KaRNDEaN’S
Recommended

local Retailer

Find us:  next  to  Topps T iles -  evesham

 FLOORING

T: 01386 293959
9 High Street, Evesham,  
Worcestershire WR11 4DA

    Customer Parking Available                         Mattresses Available Today

BEDS & 
M AT T R E S S E S

STORR BUILdERS LTd - general Building Work
All Landscaping. Mini digger Hire with Operator
T: 07342 207 320  max@storrbuildersltd.com

Please
Don’t
Please don’t fail to mention

“the Vale”
when responding to adverts
in your favourite magazine...
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 FUNERAL SERVICES
Merstow Green Funeral Home
20 Merstow Green, Evesham T: 01386 49903

 LOCKSMITHS

AMBER LOCKS - Shop: 43 Bridge Street, Evesham
Locksmiths Services - Established more than 20 years

Emergency service (7 days a week)
Locks opened, supplied & fitted to insurance standard
UPVC Door Specialist • Visit www.amber-locks.co.uk 

Shop: 01386 423422 • Locksmith: 01386 761652 

 HEARING

THE WiLLOWS NORTH COTSWOLDS EAR HyGiENE CENTRE  
Ear Wax Removal at our Clinic in Blockley.

Book Online: www.earhygienist.co.uk or call Issy 01386 701650

 HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Cotswold Home maintenanCe
T/A Man about the house
 hoMe IMproveMents
• KitCHens & BatHrooms
• Painting & deCorating
• Plastering & rendering
• Patios & BriCKworK
• tiling & woodworK

Contact MalColM banks for a free quote 
M: 07970 050 495 t: 01386 831023

email: malcolm@cotswoldhomemaintenance.co.uk
www.cotswoldhomemaintenance.co.uk

 MEMORIALS
JUST MEMORiALS Traditional & Alternative Memorials

St. Richards Road, Evesham
Call Tracy: 01386 47852 www.justblacktulip.co.uk

 INSURANCE

N.F.U. MUTUAL INSURANCE
1st Floor, Cadbury House, Blackminster Business Park, 

Nr. Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7RE T: 01386 832541

Commercial 
Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Get a better deal for 
business insurance!

Our team are experts in their field, with access to 
specialist schemes from a wide range of insurers. 

For a local service you can rely on, why not
contact our professional, friendly team today?

tel: 01386 424777
E: info@commercialinsurancebrokers.net
The cover you need at a price you can afford
Unit 2  |  Abbey Lane Court  |  Evesham  |  Worcs  |  WR11 4BY

CIB
Est.1960

 Insurance policies
 including:-

• Office
• Shop
• Property
• Restaurant
• Liability
• Commercial
• Fleet

Business & Corporate   |   Private Clients   |   Property

•  PERSONAL SERVICE  •  EXPERTISE  •  INTEGRITY

evesham@hazeltonmountford.co.uk
105 High Street, Evesham WR11 4EB
01386 577940       hazeltonmountford.co.uk

Hazelton Mountford Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority. Our FCA number is 483264.

iSABELLA FiSHER iNDEPENDENT HEARiNG CARE
New Barn Close Surgery, Station Rd, Broadway. WR12 7DE

call: 01386 340994   www.isabellahearing.co.uk

 

24/7 Helpline:
01386 41762
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

HINTON
 PEST CONTROL LTD

A Preferred Contractor for Worcestershire Local Authorities
commercial quotes available

speedy response to domestic calls
Wasps • flies • bed bugs • fleas • carpet moths • beetles

• ants • cockroaches • rats • mice • squirrels • moles
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH Level 2 Qualified staff,

full servicing members of BPCA/NPTA. Competitive rates.

 PEST CONTROL

 OVEN CLEANING
SpEAky CLEAN... The domestic oven cleaning specialist. 

We’ll put the sparkle back into your kitchen.
TO BOOK yOUR OVEN CLEAN CALL 01386 421509

 PAINTING & DECORATING

Jez Inwood
professional painting & decorating

• Domestic & Commercial
• Interior & External
• Old Properties
• Refurbishments
• All Decorating Solutions
• NVQ Qualified
• Fully Insured
01386 423169 / 07870 606 626
e: jezinwood@gmail.com
www.jezinwood.co.uk

Over
30 Years
experience

MOTs Evesham

Car SErviCing - all makes & models
Fuel Diesel • Diagnostics • Brakes
gear Boxes & clutches
 www.alanaston.co.uk    01386 760700

Unit 18, 
Briar Close
Business Park, 
Evesham.
WR11 4JT

 GARAGES / M.O.T. / PARTS

G&R Motors   Unit 5 Four Pools Ind. Est. Evesham
Good mechanics /reasonable price T: 01386 421499

Bretforton Garage (J.E. & M. S. James)
MoT, repairs, sales, service T: 01386 830474

Contact Alex Gretton
07875770379  a.gretton@hotmail.com

• Landscaping • Turfing
• Hedge Cutting
• Grass Cutting 

• Planting of Boarders
and Containers 

• Weed Control • Fencing
• General Garden Cleanliness

 • Fully Qualified and
Insured Tree Surgeon

 GARDENING & LANDSCAPING

MGB SHEDS: We supply/fit high quality garden buildings
Sheds • Garages • play houses • Stabling • kennels

Aviaries . . . at great prices.   Tel. 01386 833366

4seasons Garden Maintenance.
Lawnmowing, Pruning, Hedge Cutting T: 07855 867189

T: 01386 293070
9 High Street, Evesham,  
Worcestershire WR11 4DA

Visit our showroom with 
extensive range of luxury flooring.  
Alternatively, book your free home 
design and measure.

Luxury 
Flooring

Advertise
in this 

Directory
from Less thAn 

£2.50
+VAt

Per week

GroW Your oWn FruIT!

Fruit
trees
Wide Selection • Detailed Catalogue available

For Help & Advice contact your LoCAL GroWer!

www.walcotnursery.co.uk

orGAnIC nurSerYWalcotWalcot
Call today:  01905 841587

Walcot Lane,
Drakes Broughton, 
Pershore, Worcs. 
Wr10 2AL

or 07904 686 136

Advertise 
here!

Call: 01386 41144

AJC LOCKSMiTH Locks supplied & fitted. No call 
out fees. 07842 221 191 www.ajclocksmith.co.uk

J. CARROLL & SON • Groundworks • patios & paths
• Walls • Driveways • Landscaping • Tree Work

Free no obligation quotes 01386 898426 or 07957 472 868
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All 
eyes
on your
business

To advertise call

01386 41144

ENGLAND SIGNS - Personalised House Names & Numbers
Memorial Plaques, Direction, Wedding & Fun Signs
Call today: 01386 442712  www.englandsigns.co.uk

 SignS & graphicS

SIGNS R US - Business Signage • Vehicle Liveries & Wrapping 
Special Event Signage • Banners • Labels & more!

01386 421777    sales@signsrus.co.uk    www.signsrus.uk

Re-Tiling • Fencing • Patios •
UPVC Fascia Boards •

Exterior Painting •
General Maintenance •
Chimney Re-pointing •

Felt Roofing
and Tiling

         SpecialiSt

FREE
EsTiMaTEs

call now
01386 442868

Steve
HaugHtey

 rOOFing SpEciaLiSTS

Roofing 
Services

•Flat Roofs FiRestone rubber - 10 Year Guarantee
•Drone Roofing surveys

•Chimney Repointing •tiling •slating •Leadwork 
•Guttering •Brick & stone Pointing
FULLY insUReD & GUARAnteeD
no Job too Small - contact us today!

tel: 01386 852276  m: 07921911353
e: alineroofing1@gmail.com    www.a-lineroofing.co.uk

Weather Guard
Roofing PRofessionals

specialists in all Types of Roofing,
Complete Roofs, Ridge Tiles, lead Work, Chimneys,

fascias, soffits, guttering, gutter Cleaning.
no job too big or too small
fully guaranteed and insured

foR a fRee QUoTe Call: 07795 958245
office: 01386 897239 info@weatherguardservices.co.uk

1 Irons Cross, Salford Priors, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8SH

www.weatherguardservices.co.uk

 WinDOW cLEaning
Simon Cother (window cleaner) Est. 1983. Covering Evesham, 
Pershore & Villages. Reliable & Competitive   Tel: 07976 919599

trained 

Tree Surgeon
John Morris

01386 423947
mob: 07972 233092
e: jandemorris@sky.com

All aspects of tree 
work undertaken
Fully insured 

 TrEE SurgEry

 STOragE
Admington Lane Units (9 miles south of Stratford)
SELF STOragE from £5 pEr WEEk

Domestic, Archiving and Business Storage
24hr CCTV, Easy Access, Parking

01789 450201 / 07909 510151
email: admington.units@icloud.com

Admington Lane Units, Admington, CV36 4JJ

EvEShaM SELF  
STOragE AT BLACkMINSTER

Small Unit: 8ft x 10ft  or  Large Unit: 8ft x 20ft

CoNTACT US ToDAy -  01386 834422 
e: storage@blackminsterbusinesspark.co.uk

Secure Compound
for Domestic or

Commercial Goods
24 HR DIRECT ACCESS

 TiLES

Ceramics • Porcelain • Marble • Limestone
Mosaics • Slate • Terracotta • Quarries

Call Eddie Star today
- Over 45 Years experience - 

m: 07912 075 129  t: 01386 40410   

TylisTic Tiling
Wall & Floor Tiling Craftsman

ALL ASPECTS oF TILING WoRk

Call: 07340 462 065
or 01386 49234
montydavies354@gmail.com

Porcelain • Ceramic • Natural Stone

John h. lee
yOur LOcaL prOpErTy 

MainTEnancE SpEciaLiST
• FenCing SPeCiaLiST . . . garden/Chain Link/SToCk
• drainage                     • FooTingS
• LandSCaPing               • TarMaC and driveS

Please call John on
01386 831205 or 07813 109404

JcB & DrivEr FOr hirE

Est.
1995

Est.
1995

 prOpErTy MainTEnancE

 pLuMBing & hEaTing

DENNIS GRoVE & SoN LTD (Est. 1973)
Domestic Plumbing and Heating Engineers

Gas Installations, Service and Repairs including LPG
Plumbing Repairs

Contact our friendly team today: 01386 443178

 pLaSTEring

Henson Plant Hire - Mini digger, JCB, dumpers
Take strain out of digging drives T: 01386 422411

 pLanT / DiggEr hirE

Jules the Plasterer
All types of plastering work Call: 07719 969795

 phySiOThErapy

Storage
also available

Domestic 
and Office

01386 425219
07710 610108

removalS

Fast & Reliable Service•Fully Insured•Fair & Competitive Prices

Our experienced staff are dedicated to
moving your property efficiently and with care

 rEMOvaLS

Polar Health - Trevayne Cox MCSP SRP. Home Visits available 
Call: 07967 584 737 www.polarhealth.co.uk

 SOLar panELS
ASPEy ENERGy - Renewable Energy Solutions Experts

Please call Matt or Alayna: 0800 085 82 89
enquiries@aspeyenergy.co.uk  www.aspeyenergy.co.uk

PAUL & LEoNS REMoVALS & SToRAGE • Man & van hire
•Local & Long distance Moving •Low Cost Secure Storage 

Free QuoTeS CaLL: 07867 764870 or 01386 424964

More 
business
Don’t ask me why more 
and more businesses
advertise with the
Vale Magazine
ask them...

                 01386 41144
vale
Cotswold &

magazine

Please
Don’T
Please don’t fail to mention

“The VAle”
when responding to adverts
in your favourite magazine...



www.blackminsterbusinesspark.co.uk

Evesham Self
 

StoragE
 01386 834422

01386 830061

BEAUTY 
THERAPIST

01386 834641

Burglar 
alarmS
& CCtV 
SyStEmS

01386 834474

pitspotsandpatios.co.uk

eveshammusic.com

tomcookcarpets.co.uk

vanillaretreat.com

Why not visit or join our many successful businesses

available to LET from
only £50 per week

Sales - Service - Repairs
01386
832000

RENEWABLE
ENERGY CENTRE

01386 830760

Watercoolers
and Water Boilers
01386 839000

Cafe & Bistro
01386 834400

Traditional Upholstery
01386 833894

Roundabout
Supplying Furniture to people in need

01386 833030

Rob
Davis

Architect
01386 834180

For All Your Craft Needs
01386
831123

FREEPHONE
0800
389 4179

BLACKMINSTER
SECURE SELF

STORAGE
01386 834422

For All Your Bridal Needs!!
01386 834618

Vehicle Repairs/Service
Specialist

01386 833266

NFU Mutual
01386 832541

Quality Giftware
On-line & Shop

01386 833136

Westhill
Direct
Office supplies
and printing
01386
834730

Obsession
HAIR & BEAUTY GALLERY

01386 833397
HOT TUBS, LOG CABINS

POOL & SPA ACCESSORIES
+ TANNING

01386 831446

VAN &
CAR HIRE
01386
833700

Blackminster
Hearing
Centre
01386 830100 Fast Track Snack Bar

01386 834499

BASOOP
PIANOS

01386 833923
www.basooppianos.co.uk

Interior Design
01386 832212

Weddings & Portraits
01386 832400

Car Sales
01386 832922

Littleton
Bakery

Fresh Bread & Cakes
01386 833778

Beauty Therapy &
Holistic Treatment

01386 832833

ebay the easy way
01386 833894

For all Carpet Needs
01386 833766

Specialising in First & Second
Fix Gas & Nails

Chemical Resins &
Accessories

01386 832875

Welcome to Blackminster Business Park

Phil Basford
Garden
Machinery
SALE • SERVICE
REPAIR • HIRE
01386 830283

Blackminster Business Park
Blackminster, Evesham WR11 7RE

Shops, Craft Units, Offices and Storage
www.blackminsterbusinesspark.co.uk

Shop opening times vary - please telephone individual businesses for details

Free Parking

BASOOP PIANOS
A warm welcome to
Hans-Herbert Schoepgens
and his team (or HERBIE
as he likes to be known)

WIZPAN

• Established Since 1979
• Sales & Hire

• Tuning & Repairs
• French Polishing

• Removals

Tel: 01386 833923 Fax: 01386 834630
Mob: 07709 900070 www.basooppianos.co.uk

BECHSTEIN

CHALLEN

BLUTHNER

SEILER

PERZINA

STEINWAY

STECK

YAMAHA

jeremyroundcars.com

Follow us on Facebook

figgittupholstery.co.uk
01386 424658

& Interiors

01386 
326007

www.affinityspas.co.uk

      Vale 
  Stoves

Chimney & Fireplace 
Solutions, Sale & Service

01386 831711
valestoves.co.uk

01386 830396
fibrehut.co.uk

01386 741040
interiorsbynicola.com

byronsecurity.co.uk

nfumutual.co.ukFollow us on Facebook

01789 532650

mycookieclub.co.uk
01386 833397

creativehairblackminster.co.uk
0800 2343053

giftS
Made in 
Britain

sirgordonbennett.com

saturdayauction.co.uk
01386 300733

motorBikE 
Clothing • Helmets

& accessories
motohawk.co.ukwww.mmyhomeinteriors.co.uk

MMY
HoMe

Home Interiors
01386 426027

yarns, accessories
and Workshop
01386 244567 

yarnstyle.co.uk

Knot 2Shabby
Pre-Loved &

UPcycLed FUrnitUre 
01386 244620

knot2shabby@email.com

knot2shabby.co.uk
01386 335 573
TicklyTapir.com

BookS 
gardEn 
toyS
giftS

PErSonal 
training 
Studio

phoenixfitnesssolutions.co.uk

01386 833888

01386 513013

c a n d i d o w l . c o m

towertrophies.co.uk

WINE MERCHANTS
07803 586604

Personal Vintners
M & M

mikeoldfieldwines.co.uk

bigorbitgames.co.uk

roundaboutevesham.org.uk

thecourtyardevesham.co.uk
01386 834345

Blackminster  Park
Blackminster, evesham, Wr11 7re

Contact Individual Businesses for Opening Hours

Free 

Parkin
G!

BatHrooms
01386 833866

dimension-design.co.uk

contact@vintageprints.co.uk
Bespoke Stationery

vintageprints.co.uk Follow us on Facebook

Sunbeds
selfcare • Gifts

Country Café
01386 834372

thepottedpantry.co.uk

Thermoline Ltd

    Fireplace &
Chimney Specialists

01386 831711
valestoves.co.uk

for dEtailS PlEaSE Email
enquiry@blackminsterbusinesspark.co.uk 

01386 834422

unitS 
to lEt

VariouS SizES & PriCES



Visit our showroom to discuss
our latest collection of high quality

German made KiTchens
We SuppLy a Stunning range of KitchenS 
aLong With a great project management 
and fitting Service...
showroom manager Luke currier is on hand to give you expert 
advice, guiding you through your design and purchase, then 
expertly fitting a stunning new Kitchen to enhance your home.

Why not contact Luke today for a free home viSit 
and no obligation quote, or call in to the showroom 
and discover the ideal look for your home.

1 castle Street, evesham. Wr11 3aa        
www.centralbathrooms.co.uk 

get the deSigner
Kitchen LooK...

for a price you’ll love! 
01386 423131

Central 
Bathrooms
& Kitchens

24/7 
Emergency 
Response

•	Fast	&	Efficient	Septic	Tank
	 and	Cesspit	Emptying
•	Water	Jetting
•	Blocked	Drains
•	CCTV	Surveys
•	Off	Road	Service	-	available	for	hard	to	reach	places
•	Servicing	Worcs,	Glos	and	Oxfordshire

Septic
Tank

&
Jetting
services

www.williamgilder.co.uk
waste@wgilder.co.uk
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